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SOCIETY FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE UNEXPLAINED 
Columbia, New Jersey 07832 

Telephone: Area Code 201 496-4366 

ORGANIZATION 

The legal and financial affairs of the Society are managed by a Board Qf Trustees, in accordance with 

the laws of the state of New Jersey. These Officers are five in number: a President, elected for five years; 

two Vice-Presidents; a Treasurer; and a secretary. General policy is supervised by a Governing Board, 

consisting of the five Trustees, and four other members elected for one year terms. General adminis­

tration and management is handled by an Executive Board, listed on the inside back cover of this publi­

cation. The Editorial Board is listed on the masthead of this journal. Finally, our Society is counselled 

by a number of prominent scientists, as also listed on the inside back cover of this journal. These are 

designated as our Scientific Advisory Board. 

PARTICIPATION 

Participation in the activities of the Society is solicited. Memberships run from the 1st of January to 

the 31st of December; but those joining after the 1st of October are granted the final quarter of that year 

gratis. The annual subscription is U.S. $10, which includes four issues of the Journal PURSUIT for the 

year, as well as access to the society's library and files, through correspondence or on visitation. The 

annual subscription rate for the journal PURSUIT (alone, and without membership benefits) is $5, includ­

ing postage. (PURSUIT is also distributed, on a reciprocal basis, to other societies and institutions.) 

The society contracts-- with individuals, and institutional and official organizations for specific projects 

-- as a consultative body. Terms are negotiated in each case in advance. Fellowship in the Society is 

bestowed (only by unanimous vote of the Trustees) on those who are adjudged to have made an outstand­

ing contribution to the aims of the society. 

NOTICES 

In view of the increase in resident staff and the non-completion, as yet, of additional living quarters, 

there is no longer over-night accomodation for visitors. Members are welcome to visit to consult our files, 

but we ask that they make application at least a week in advance to prevent 'pile-ups' of members who, 

as a result of the simple lack of facilities, as 0I now, cannot be properly accomodated. 

The Society is unable to offer or render any services whatsoever to non-members. Further, the 

Society does not hold or express any corporate views, and any opinions expressed by any members in 

its publications are those of the authors alone. No opinions expressed or statements made by any mem­

bers by word of mouth or in print may be construed as those of the Society. 

There have been a number of articles recently on the problem of junk mail and the way in which 

one's name gets on such a mailing list. We should like to assure our members and subscribers that our 

mailing list is available only to resident staff at our headquarters. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The society publishes a quarterly journal entitled PURSUIT. This is both a diary of current events 

and a commentary and critique of reports on these. It also distributes an annual report on society affairs 

to members. The society further issues Occasional Papers on certain projects, and Special Reports on 

the request of Fellows only. 

RECORD: From its establishment in July, 1965, until the end of March 1968, the society issued only 

a newsletter, on an irregular basis. The last two publications of that were, however, entitled PURSUIT-­

vol. 1, No. 3 and No. 4, dated June and september, 1968. Beginning with Vol. 2, No. 1. PURSUIT has 

been issued on a regular quarterly basis: dated January, April, July, and October. Back issues, some 

available only as xerox copies, are available; those wishing to acquire any or all of these should request 

an order form. 
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THE TAXONOMY OF KNOWLEDGE 

THE: TANGIBLES 

GROSS BODIES 

MATTER 
Atomics, Molecular 
Chemostry, Crystallography. 

PE RFORM ANCE 

Theoretocol Physi cs, Nucleonics, 
Classical Physocs, Electrics, 
E lectromognetics, Mognetocs, 
Mechanics. 

THE INTANGIBLES 

EXISTENCE 

Space, Tome, 
Locus, Cosmology. 

Atmospherocs and Meteorology; 
Oceanology, Hydrology, and Glo· 

ciology; Tectonics, Vulconol• 
ogy, Seismology, Geophysics 

and Geomorphology; Pe· 
trology and Monerology; 

Geodesy, Geogr aphy, 
Cartography , Proto9eonology, Botany, Zoof 

ogy, E xoboo l ogy, Hostology, 
Physoology and Boochemostry; 
Anatomy (one ludong Man); Genet· 

Oatong. 

APPLIED 
KNOWLEDGE 

TECHNOLOGY AND 

THE USEFUL ARTS 

MEA SUREM E N T 

Number, Ouantoty, 
Arothmetic, Algebra, 

Geometry, Trogonometry, 
Calculus, Topology, Theory 
of Gomes, Proboboloty,Co­• ncodence . 

ics and Evolutoon, Physi­
cal Anthropology; 
Palaeontology; 
Ethology and 
Ecology. 

HUMAN 
ENTERPRISE 

Cultural Anthropology and 
Ethnology (Archaeology is o 
technoque). Pre-History, 
Hostory, and Folklore; Philof· 
ogy and linguistics. 

MENTAL CONCEPTS 
Logoc and Ep o ste mo l og y ; 
Psychology, Ethocs and Aes· 
thet•cs, Comporotove lntelligenc"'; 
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Everything in existence, including •existence• itself, and thus all of our pe>ssible concepts and all knowledge 
that we possess or will ever possess, is contained w ithin this wheel. Technologies and the useful arts lie 
within the inner circle, having access to any or all of the ten maJor departments of organized knowledge. 

:=-om the KORAN: •Acqui•e knowledge. It enables its possessor to know right from wrong; it lights the way to 

heaven; it is our friend in the desert, our society in solitude; our companion when friendless; it guides us to 

happiness; it sustains us in misery; it is an ornament among friends, and on armour ogoins. enemtes. • -
The Prophet. 
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EDITORIAL 

A FIFTH FORCE 

P hysi cists recognize,  work with, and obtain consi stently reliable re sults u sing the four b asic fi eld forces 
-the electromagnetic ,  t he gravitational ,  the weak nuclear,  and the strong nucl ear- that have been demonstrat­
ed. It i s  now clear ,  and beyond a shado w of doubt , that there i s  at least one more force that ,  it now app ears ,  
is susceptibl e to analysi s,  and the effects of which  have in the p ast decade b een demo nstrated to b e  re­
p eatable. 

This is really all rather funny because ort hodox p hysics has not only sneered at this but until recently 
absolutely refused to even recognize it. Moreover,  t hey damned it as being what they erroneou sly call p sychic ,  
which means to them baloney. Now,  as we pointed out in our  last  editorial ,  the  technologist s ,  and mostly in 
the electromagnetic field , have forced them to tak e  cognisance of at  least some of the reproducible e ffect s ,  
having demonstrated that these cannot be explained b y  any known asp ects of t h e  four known forc e fields .  
Exp eriment s that have now demonstrat ed the  existence of this force have,  how ever,  u nfortunately been record­
ed in a most hap hazard manner, while no organized attempt seems so far to have been mounted to investigate 
the prop erties of thi s  force or define its p arameters.  

Further , that which the technicians have brought to light has been blithely relegated to , o f  all dep art­
ment s ,  the p sychic.  This has worse compounded the issue in that nobody seems to kno w  the differenc e be­
tween true p sychical research based on,  or at least purportedly attempting to b e  prosecuted along,  truly 
scientific principles,  and all thos e  studies t hat are lumped together u nder the erro neous title of ESP -which 
is only a minor divi sion of the biological fi eld of studies in the super- sensory pro clivitie s  of humans and 
other animal s  and pl ant s -on the one hand; and the s eething mass of p s eudo- or no n- scientific rubbish 
otherwi se encomp assed by the modern conception of what is called the O ccult. 

This fifth force i s  certainly involved in various aspects of SSP (meaning Super-Sensory P roclivities) ,  and 
it would now seem to be the major force operative in the true p sychi c field and possibly the o nly one acting 
therein. Its manifestations are i n  no way affected by any of the other known forces ; and, while doubtless 
univer sal in nature,  it can be observed, measured , and inv estigated o nly in the biological field. The p resence 
of a living thing i s  necessary to bring it to light.  Although we have not yet defined it or its p aram eters,  it  
has now been demonstrated that it ,  and it alone. can explai n  a whole raft o f  what were previously thought to 
to be mysteries or pure imagination , such as mental telepathy, SSP ( super- s ensory proj ection) and SSR 
( sup er- sensory reception) , the two P K s  -P sychokinesis and Pyrokinesis ,  and possibly the w hole group of 
things clustering around Clairvoyance. It would explai n  all that has p uzzled the p sychologists about things 
like the so- called subconscious ,  hypnotism , and the like. 

It has long been manifest that p eople like P eter H urko s '  unimp aired abilitie s  to p erform w hen in a 
Faraday screen long ago s howed that he is not running along electrom agnetic lines as it were. Now,  J an 
Merta' s incredible demonstrations on demand of P K ,  in Canada, prove without a shadow of doubt that the 
human brain ,  while indeed developi ng alp ha and other electromagnetic w aves ,  broadca sts  i n  thi s  fifth field 
as well. Cleve Baxter has demonstrated the same for plants and of a much more 'pow erful'  nature than that 
displayed among animal s. But t he list could go on and on. Is it not time that we stopped just ignoring all 
th2 se t hings,  or blithely relegating them to that vague field of the p sychic ,  and got the technicians to work , 
trying to define the nature of t hi s  force and ,  by both theory and exp erim entation,  give u s  a s et of laws for 
it such as gov ern the other four forces.  There is ample published material to get start ed on,  so that at least 
a basic p attern might be assembl ed almost immediat ely. There is then the matter of s eeking its p arameters 
and fitting new observations into this p attern, rej ecting them, or altering the p attern. 

Our concept of t he electrom agnetic spectrum was built up this way starting with such humble beginnings 
as Faraday ' s  work with electrics and Gauss'  with magnetism. Thi s has been linked to the two nuclear forces 
and it looks like the lot will  soon be united with gravity as Einstein opined it m ust eventually b e. T his 
fifth force,  which I think should be called the Biologic,  i s  probably linked to the others also but we h ave to 
define it first and then test it against them. So far the most promising field seemed to be the electromagnetic 
but now ,  time and time again,  it has been proved to have nothing to do with the creation of this fifth forc e 
field and it do es not seem to be able to counteract or otherwise affect it. currently the most susp ect area i s  
t hat of sanies which are being shown t o  display a n  increasing number of surpr ises.  A ctually t h i s  means 
Resonance other than that which can be demonstrated to be due to el ectrom agnetic interferenc e. 

L et us hop e that some properly est ablished outfit with proper scientific facilities and accountrements  
will drop the individual experim ent atio n and get one with  such an o verall investigatio n ,  d efinitio n,  and 
description of this fifth force. 

Ivan T. Sanderson 
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U FO LOGY 

OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE WITH HUMAN VISION 

In  our last issue (p. 5 2) we r eported briefly on 
some astoni shing discoveries m ade on the incessant 
vibrati on s  of the hum an ( and presum ably those of 
oth er animal s' ) eyeballs . Thi s s howed t h at only 
rat her slight el ectromagnetic or sonic i nt erference 
from outsi de,  if  deliberately applied at a v e ry s pecific 
frequency,  caused v olunt eer exp erimenters "not to 
see " ;  and we w ent on t o  suggest that thi s might be 
one of t he m ethods employed by the operators of those 
UFO s that are materi al co nstructi ons. 

Our memb er ,  Bob Durant , who seem s to be becom­
ing our leadin g  light in analysing th e t echnic al 
asp ect s reported of UFO s,  writes anent thi s item as 
follow s: 

"The article in Pursuit (p.  5 2) presents a hypothe­
si s t hat could account for purely visual anomalies ,  
but i t  s eems a b it much t o  exp ect t h e  vibrations to 
operate on mechani cal devi ces s uch as auto e n gines 
whi c h  are not  frequency- sensitiv e in t he s am e  sense 
that the eyeball is. However , if the vibration s are 
basically of an electromagnetic nature , and thus giv e  
ri se t o  powerful altern ation s i n  t h e  ionization of the 
surrounding  atmo sphere , one mig ht g et both the p hysi­
c al vibrations necessary t o  accomplis h  t he eyeball 
vib ration and induced electrical/ m agnetic forces as 
w ell, All of t hi s  is consi stent w ith known l aw s  of 
p hysi cs.  The brain c an be affected in s uch a specific 
way by electrost atic fi eld s. 

"Another thought on t hi s: A strong EM fi eld p roba­
ly c an give rise to vi sual h allucinations and dis able 
electrical/ m ec hanical equipm ent. But I hav e  yet to 
see  t he explanation for t he restartin g  of a uto engine s. 
Stop ping an engi ne is a simple matter - cut off the 
ignition. B ut starting i s  somet hing altogether differ­
ent in that it t ak e s  a force t o  rotate the c rankshaft . 
Simply r estoring the ignition will do nothing . This 
brings us back to t ime anomalie s .  If t h e  UFO s use  

t ime as  a m  ean s of travel , it i s  reasonable to  s uppose 
t h at the t ime field i s  deformed in t he v icinity of the 
device.  Thus t he cars were running all the while,  b ut 
during a p e ak in the  time flow deform ation cau sed by 
the  UFO 'tim e s tood s till'· and the engine app eared 
to stop running. With t he departure of--t h e  UFO , time 
regained its normal properties and t he e n gine con­
tinued to run. Thi s is analogou s to a stop-motion 
photo showi ng a car on a road. The photo preserves 
one instant in t he motion of t he car .  We know that the 
car i s  in fact moving on the road ,  but the  photo pre­
serves one instant  of its motion; since w e  are fa­
miliar with cars an d photograp hy , all t hi s  i s  clear to 
us in the  photo analogy . But in t he case of the  UFO s 
w e  are dealing with a totally unfamili ar set of con­
c ept s . " 

There is a further poi nt about the car stopping and 
starting. If we assume t hat t hey get into an artifi­
ci ally creat ed ( by the UFO s )  time sequence,  w hich 
may be the natural "envi ronm ent " of s uch UFO s,  how 
about  the li ght s also going off an d c oming back on, 
since t hey are connect ed directly to a battery. All 
electrical ,  includi ng ignition,  lights,  and radio - and 
i n  t he c as e  of t hose automobiles that have magnetos­
and electromagnetic devices come b ack on app arently 
suddenly, though t h e  light s  and r adio are often re­
ported to fade slowly on approach,  an d t he engine to 
lose power gradu ally s om etime s to t h e  point of 
sputtering  and choking  b efore s topping . 

The fact th at everythin g  come s  b ack on s uddenly , 
would s eem to be that eit her t h e  c ar had b een held in 
spme sort of electronic v acuum ( time- shift perhaps)  or 
that the UFO chaps have a met hod of jolting electri­
cal circuits on from a di st an ce.  And w e  are be coming 
increasingly intrigued by one det ail of the reports  of 
this behavi our. Sometimes t he driver h ad left his 
i gnition on; other times t h ey say t hat they h ad turned 
it off and only turned it on agai n after t heir e ngines 
had started up spontaneously. 

CHAOS AND CONFUSION 

ICE F ALLS 

We insert thi s only becau s e ,  although from a lead­
ing  newsp ap er, i t  may have been mi ssed b y  our 
" collectors" . An d thi s i s  as  g ood a tim e  a s  any to 
bring  up t h at matter. 

From the Los Angeles Tim es ,  24 M ay,  1 9 7 2: 
" Building D amaged by Ice 'Bomb ' :  A c hunk of ice 
wei ghing b etween 30 and 50 pound s  fell from t he sky 
and ripped t hrough t h e  roof of a downtown Riverside 
law office b uildin g and landed on a t hird floor hall­
way.  No one w as inj ured but d am age to t h e  b uilding 

was estimated at sever al hundred dollars.  Observing 
the evidence before it  melted, authorities theori zed 
it might have fallen from a p assing plane,  b ut a 
spok esm an for t he Federal Avi ation Admini stration 
said h e  knew of no aircraft in the are a at t he time . "  

H ard-core fort e an s  appear t o  f all into two di stinct 
cat egori e s ,  the Collectors and t he Specul ators. Of 
cour se t h e  l atter - which includes our Soci ety - live 
o ff t he former for ,  despite all t h e  r e adi ng we ac­
complish here , w e  would still b e  virtu ally out of 
touch with t he w orld i f  others didn't  speci ali ze in 
certain s ubjects and g o  after t hem lik e r are coin 



collector s. However, we could name a fe w b oth here 
and abro ad who have t ake n t hi s  t o  a n  e xtreme. 
Almost the whole of t he u{ologi cal fr ater nity are of 
thi s ilk, having absolutely one-tr ack minds as re gards  
their c hosen subject . What i s  more, we know several 
who abhor all spe cul ation an d theorizing - at le ast 
until t heir card-indices are finally up to date w hich 
we doubt they will e ver be, and t hey have submitted 
their findings for stati stical analysis.  T hi s  i s  fair 
enough, and marks t he truly scientific approach to 
pr oblems. 

However, t he se people c an mi s s  an awful lot of 
valuable information, to h ave whi ch will eventu ally 
be come essential, just be cau se they h aven't re ad and 
considered w h at the specul ator s have come up with. 
We have watched these cat aloguer s at w ork and have 
observed one mo st alarmi n g  fact . T he y  all pick t heir 
categorie s of f actor s  for carding in adv ance, and 
t he se will eventually become t he only one s  available 
when analysis is attempted.  They are indeed basic 
and essential; b ut w hat of all the other s t hey don't 
even consider as the y  c atalogue? 

Only t he speculator s  can supply t hese, until-then­
unthought-of "factors " .  In othe r  w ords, colle ctor s  
ought t o  know an awful lot more about t heir subject s 
before they start out, and t he y  must know, and to t he 
limit, what could be , as well as w h at i s. 

THE KLEE-TV CASE AGAIN 

It' s j ust po s sible t h at all of you once heard about 
thi s some ye ar s ago, as t here was the most c oloss al 
popular uproar about it at t hat time, t hat went on for 
months and re sulted in a g over nme nt inve stigation. It 
w as once thou ght t h at t he whole t hing had been s ome 
inge niou s hoaxters using a very popular s cience­
fiction story, t he basi s of w hi c h  was t hat no radio or 
TV si gnals e ver really die aw ay and by s ome in­
genious twi st of t he aut hor ' s  imagination, t he e arlie st 
from Mar coni in 1 9 10 and Station KDK in Pittsbur gh 
in 1 9 24 and then on, reached e arth again, having 
travelled all around t he Universe and started c oming 
back in 1947.  He s ome how arr anged for the m  to c o me 
in as strong as when t hey were br o adcast, s o  causing 
co mplete c haos forever. It was a splendid story. 

The i nitial story of KLEE went that people in 
England were picking u p  the Station Car d  and Call 
letter s of a st ation de si gned KLEE-TV at Houston, 
Tex as, four ye ar s  after that station h ad been sold 
and the c all-letter s change d  to KP RC. This w as in 
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1953 b ut ,  even le aving t he time lap se aspects aside 
for t he m oment, reception would have been impossible 
in England in tho se d ays ( 1953 ) .  Nonethele ss, a 
pretty hi gh level enquiry w as finally instituted by our 
governme nt, who sent none le ss t han Dr . Frank D .  
Drake over to England on i t .  Dr . Dr ake was t he lead­
ing lig ht in the famou s  Pr oject Ozma, set up to de­
liber ately quarter t he heavens and search for cogent 
r adio signals  t hat were reproducib le, tr ack able, and 
to which it was pl anned t o  make suit able replies .  The 
Project was officially and public ally closed after a 
fe w ye ar s ,  but t he w or k  h as continued ever since, 
not only at Green Bank but at all our other large 
r ad io dishe s  whe n the y  have t he time. Dr . Drake 
wor ked with none less t han t he Briti s h  Departme nt of 
Defence while in Engl and on t hi s  case . 

Now doe s  it not strike you as odd t hat m atter s 
we nt thi s far in a case like t hi s  w hen anybody knew 
per fe ctly well t hat t he reception of any U . S .  call 
letter s in England w as t hen impossible? Wh at i s  
more, Dr . Drake in a long letter to Mr . P aul Huhndorff, 
Oper ation s Manager of Station KP RC ( previously 
KLEE), dated t he 17th November 1 95 9 ,  says that 
before he left, t he BBC h ad photogr aphed not only 
t he KLEE-TV station card but ot her s s ayi ng "Te x as", 
"Conn " ., " N . Y . ", and "N . J . " that wer e obviou sly 
h and-lettered and did not eve n  follow t he pattern of 
NBC, CBS, or other networks. They su spected t wo 
notoriou s TV hoaxter s w ho had previously somehow 
gained access  to t he facilitie s  of a bro adc asti ng 
station either in England or on t he Continent suf­
fi ciently powerful all over souther n En gland t o  per­
petrate t heir e fforts.  Neverthele ss, Dr . Drake spent 
some time in England and made a gre at p lay in hi s 
fin al opinion t hat this w as t he sole c au se of t he 
upr o ar .  

However, neither Dr . Drake - nor any other as­
tron omer under contract t o  g over nment - e ver so 
much as me ntioned, (or j ust failed t o  reply t o  letter s 
of enquiry about) simil ar eve nt s  in America t h at 
started bein g reported a fter t he outbur st about 
En gland had hit the popul ar press .  The se c ame from 
our norther n tier of state s and Canada; occurred on an 
unassigned fre quency; and were t hu s  pi cked up only 
by chance when people were fiddlin g with t heir sets.  
They co nti nued spor adi cally for about  two months, 
one lady in Wi sconsin deliber ately not ing t he fre­
quency on her dial and t ur ning t o  it e very night. And 
what did all t hese people s ay t hey got? 

Very clear and loud a pr ofe s sional-looki ng c all­
letter st ation identification card for KLEE-TV, and 

If you are intere sted in microfilm or microfiche editions of P ur suit, ple ase see the notice under Me mber s ' 
Forum for further details.  
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pre cisely 1 2% mi nute s of what w as app are ntly a 
mystery story t hat j ust cut in in t he middle and 
always ended with a m an running along a fir st floor 
balcony, as t hey have on t he old French hou se s  i n  
Ne w Orle an s, and s houting something like " s ave me, 
he lp, t he y've got me " an d ending wit h  t he m an diving 
at the balustrade and t hus off c amera. Ends. Im­
medi ate cut to black , and never anything else all d ay 
on t h at fre que ncy until 9: 15 p.m. the next night. 
The gover nment star-li stener s must h ave heard of all 
t his be c au se Dr. Drake s ays in another letter that 
they received a report from a lady in O hio, and quite 
a fe w other instance s  were publi s he d  in letter s 
columns to new sp apers, and in s o me small m agazines 
intere sted in UFO s. 

N ow, consi der t he f act s ;  would thi s  not be t he 
most per fectly logical and intelli gent  w ay for other 
intelligencies elsewhere to alert us to t he fact that 
t hey were "getting u s "  and for us to use t hi s  fre quen­
cy - which, incidentally, was not t h at of KP RC or 
old KLEE. Usin g TV r at her t han just r adio, as  i s  also 
more intelligent  bec au se, while offi ci aldom mig ht 
never happen to hit on t hi s  fre que ncy, t hey kne w  t h at 
a lot of t he viewing public might, in d ue cour se, a nd 
t he n  report it. This worked, and w as one of t he 
re asons for Dr. Drake g oi ng over t o  England. What i s  
more, whe n Proje ct O zma w as officially close d  d ow n, 
all t he scienti sts involve d  scuttled all over t he e arth  
- and not  j u st t o  attend  symposi a. 

Finally, after a t hree-p age letter dated Nov., 195 9, 
to Mr. Huhndorff of KPRC, r ambling on abou t  h'ow he 
an d the BBC had proved it w as a hoax, Dr. Drake 
sole mnly state s in hi s l ast p age :  

" Actually, i n  recent year s astronomer s h ave 
ge nerally concluded t h at pl anetary s ystems are quite 
numerous in t he univer se, and biochemi st s have con­
cluded that life is quite fre quent on pl anetary systems. 
The time s c ale s of co smi c  evolution are such that we 
could e xpect civilization s more advanced t han ours, 
at the s ame level, and le ss advanced than our s  spread 
in great number s throughout t he univer se. 

"In j u st t he last t wo years, we have developed 
ele ctroni c  i nstrumentation that is  c ap able of dete cting 
radio signals  of t he type we ge ner ate on earth, o ver 
inter stellar di stances. f emphasi s ours ) That i s, it 
has su ddenly come with ... n our power to detect other 

civilization s, even though t hey are w ith other st ars. 
This has led to a lot of serious t hinking about thi s, 
most of w hich has not been made public. [emphasis 
our s] One of t he conclusions mo st e veryone has come 
to is that t he fir st thing one does when one detects a 
tr ansmi ssion from another planet is to send back t he 
same transmi ssion to t he other planet. Thi s  not only 
tell s them you are here, b ut t hat you are receiving 
them. If you can se nd b ack a sufficiently powerful 
transmi ssion for w hi ch many re ceiver s will be tuned, 
such as TV, all t he better, as your chances of being 
received are better. Thi s  is why the KLEE thing was 
so fas cinating - it fulfilled all t he above re asoning 
e xactly, except t h at t he time del ay seeme d  t oo s hort. 
[There are plenty of star s  at four light years away -
Editor. ] 

"You m ay be i nterested to hear that for about nine 
month s  now, we h ave been constructing a re ceiver 
specifically de signed to detect transmi ssion s  from 
intelligent  beings at other star s. It s hould go into 
oper ation in another few months. " 

Let u s  assume that t he se senders monitore d 
KLEE-TV station for some particular technical 
re ason, and t hen started sending t his 15-minute spot 
bac k, and it t ook four ye ar s to re ach us, arri ving in 
1 958. It took us t hese ni ne mont hs plus for us t o  set 
up the appropriate e quipment, as Drake s tate s in his 
letter; and our reply t hen took four ye ar s to re ach 
t hem. Then, t here would be another four year s  to get 
an "OK, Me ssage receive d "  back t o  us. Thi s  would 
make 1968 before we got an answer. Should we t he n  
have sent a confir matory "Return Receipt Required ", 
it w ould be thi s year ( 1972) before t hey got it, and 
1976 at the e arlie st before we can get a confirm atory 
reply. 

The b asi s of s cientifi c  ende avour is reproducibili­
ty, s o, in t he me antime, our s cientists very ri ghtly 
don't want to go off "half-c ocked", and are t herefore 
w aiting  for thi s  final confir mation. Me antime, if you 
have kept up with te chni c al j ournals in your fields, 
and t he se h appe n to be cosmology, astr onomy, and 
certain aspe ct s  of optics and broadcast tr ansmission, 
notably on the u se of TV on the Moon and now Mars, 
as several of our member s h ave and do, you will find 
a const ant flow of "hint s "  and " slip-ups "  re all thi s, 
pro vided you are looking for t hem specifically, and 
kno w t he above story. 

II. ONTOLOGY 

AN ALTERN ATIVE TO TIME ANOMALIES 

Member No. 9 73 wrote co our Dire ctor regar di ng his 
use of t he t heory that anom alie s i n  TIME seemed to 
be the only observable fe ature of t he 12 vorti ce s  ( as 
exe mplified by t he misnamed " Bermuda Triangle ")  
ti1.:t rr.'o.: h t  link our Univer se (i.e. Space-Time-Con­
tinuum ) "'·�h others, in certain s pe ci al conditions. 

This gentlemen writes as follows, and we give hi s 
letter in t oto. 

"1. The electromagneti c  qualitie s and dynami cs of 
t he two 'intermeshed' univer se s (each wit h, and in ,  
its own space-time )  operate in t heir o wn independent 
dime nsi on s. (The term, "electromagnetic", as used 
here, refer s t o  tliat assumed nature of the other uni-
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ver se that most closely corre spond s ,  or i s  c ompar able ,  
t o  w hat w e  k now o f  as t he e lectromagne tic n ature of 
our univer se ; it doe s  not imply t hat t he b asi c nature 
of t he other u niver se i s  electromagne tic per se ) .  

" 2. The 'electromagnetic ' nature ( i .e . ,  ener gy) o f  
our univer se , a n d  of t he other univer se , i s  e xpre ssed 
in wave lengths,  fre quencie s ,  m agnetic fields , etc.  

"3.  Cont act bet ween t he t wo univer se s be come s 
po ssible w here the 'line s '  of the se ' w ave s '  or 'pul­
s ations' converge (i .e . ,  are in phase ). The laws of 
periodicity thu s apply. In light of t hi s ,  and in light of 
the fact that all of these dynami cs mu st e xist within 
t he contex.t of space-time d ime n sions (if not sp ace-

time-x-y-x dimensions) ,  the e xi ste nce of 'periodically ' 
arranged ge ogr ap hical conver ge nce zones (i .e . ,  
Earth 's identified 'lozen ge s ' )  can be e xplai ned (on a 
spati al basi s) and re appearance p henomen a  of the 
Flyi ng D utchman variety can be e_ xplained (on a 
temporal b asi s) .  Perhaps poltergeist and other ano­
m alous p henomena can be similarly e xplained.  

"4. At the se convergence 'points ' ( i .e . ,  w here 
'line s cross ' ) , ships ,  plane s ,  energy, etc. , can perhaps 
be 'der aile d '  out of one univer se and into another , 
either by design or b y  accident . "  

Would members who feel competent t o  criti ci ze 
thi s ,  please do so and let u s  know .  

IV. CHEMISTRY 

A NATURAL NUCLEAR REACTIO N  

We feel fairly ass ured that thi s  i s  a discovery of 
which all of you must have hear d  by now.  While the 
expl anations s o  far given are all fe asible , t hey are by 
no mean s decisive . Furthermore , the w hole t hing 
le ave s at le ast t hree mo st important questions open ,  
and one doe s  not seem to h ave been e ven con sidered 
as yet .  We present  t he facts as given by Walter 
Sulli van in the New York Time s  of the 26th Septe mber 
1 97 2 :  

- - --

"A leadin g  French scienti st yesterday reported 
evidence that natu re spontaneou sly ignited a nuclear 
cmin re action in an African ur anium mine millions 
of year s  ago. The re action , he said,  app arently r an 
for a prolonged period . . . . It was the first reported 
inst ance of a spontaneous chain re action in the e arth. 

" When Dr . Glenn T. Seaborg ,  former head of t he 
United States Atomic Energy Commission and a Nobel 
l aure ate for his work on heavy eleme nt s ,  w as told of 
the di s co very, he s aid:  'That i s  fantastic .' Howe ver , 
he adde d  t h at ,  if any atomi c e xplosions o ccurred ,  t hey 
were probably little more t han 'fizzles' . 

"The fir st clue w as the obse rvation at t he French 
ur anium enric hment center at Pierelatte , that ur anium 
from the Oklo mine ,  40 mile s nor th we st of Frenchville 
in Gabon , h ad a peculiar compo sition.  It w as m arked­
ly depleted in t he ur anium 235 e xtr acted for bombs or , 
in we aker mixture s ,  for power plant s .  It w as difficult 
to e xplain this unless  s ome of it had bee n  'b ur ned' in 
a c hain re action. Furthermore ,  the investigators at 
t he Fren ch atomic center at C adar ac he found four 
other r are eleme nts -neodymium, sam arium,  e uropium 
and cerium- in forms t hat are typically the residue of 
ur anium breakdo wn. The unusual compo sition o f  t he 
Oklo ur anium, which has been mined only since 1969,  
struck t he analysts becau se all uranium, a s  it come s  
from t he ground anywhere o n  e arth  -or e ven a s  i t  is 
found b y  astronauts on t he moon- has t he same pro­
portion of uranium 235.  This amount i s  0. 7 2  per cent. 
T he reason , pre sumably , i s  t h at all uranium in t he 

solar s ystem was formed at the same time .  However , 
t he form known as ur anium 235 ( be c ause it has 235 
neu trons and proton s in its nucleus)  i s  radio active 
and is slowly becoming deplete d ,  rel ative t o  more 
stable forms of that element , thro ugh r adio active 
de cay .  Where as natur al uranium today contai n s  only 
0. 7 2  per cent of uranium 235 ,  some 1 .  7 billion years 
ago it constituted 3 per cent . (This can be determined 
becau se ur anium 235 de cays at a known r ate . Had 
there been a nuclear power industr y  at t h at time it 
would have been unnece ssary t o  e nric h the r aw 
ur anium. It could h ave been u sed d irectly a s  fuel in 
water-moder ated re actors. This i s  why it is su spe cted 
t hat t he spontaneous c hain re action began approximate­
ly at t h at time .  However , spe ci ali st s in re actor e ngi­
neerin g  s ai d  ye sterday that t hey were puzzled as to 
how t hi s  c ould have occurred in a depo sit with only 
(e ven ?] 3 percent of t he fi ssionable urani um.  

" As Dr . Se abor g poi nted out , in a reactor b urning 
such fuel 'you have to h ave t hings e xactly right ' .  
Water or some other 'moderator ' i s  neede d t o  slo w 
down t he neutrons released as e ach atom is split so 
t hat t he y  are not movin g  too  fast for absorption by 
othe r  atoms ,  to sustain t he chain re action.  Further­
more , t he moder ator and t he fuel must be e xtremely 
p ure .  Even a few parts per million of a c ont ami nant, 
s uch as bor on,  will 'poison' t he reaction ,  bringing it 
to a halt .  How the nece ssary conditions c auld ari se 
undergroun d under n atural circumstance s,  s aid Dr . 
Se abor g, is 'really puzzling ' .  

" Dr .  Perrin, in t he di s cu ssion t hat followe d  pre­
sentation of p aper s on t hi s  s ubject prepared by t wo 
team s of scien tists,  propo sed t hat w ater filtering 
do wn t hrough t he ur anium had acted as a moderator , 
or ne utron-slower . W hen t he reaction r an fast enough 
t o  convert the w ater to s te am, t he reaction h alted 
until t he depo sit  cooled once more. 'I t hu s  believe ' ,  
he s aid ,  'the fossil pile at O klo must have fun ctione d  
i ntermittently, pulsating,  as i t  were ' . " 

Fir st,  we w ould like to kno w  j u st what e lements 
con stitute contami nants in the case o f  ur anium 235 
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(in addition to  boron ) .  Second,  ho w deep in t he mine 
i s  thi s  depleted U- 235 found and what lies above it. 
Is i t  granite rig ht up to t he s urface , a ll free of all 
contamin ant s ?  If so , a s  the gr anite c ooled d own,  
w hich  it will do very r apidly on t he geological time­
scale , was nothing else ever depo sited on it in its  
early days . I t  i s  s tretching the imagin ation almost 
too far to e xpect any s uc h  overlay to have also been 
free o f  contaminants .  

B u t  a much more cogent que stion seem s  not to 
h ave bee n  a sked as yet .  This w ould seem to be of 
j ust as m uch pertinence to geomorphologi st s  and 
geophysi ci st s  as it is to geologi st s .  Thi s  is to ask,  
by a proce s s  of intrapolation,  at w h at point b ack in 
time might there h ave been a proportion o f  U .  235 

suffi cie nt to  keep all ur anium mascons fr om "burning" 
thus n atur-ally? Or i s  thi s  c ase absolutely unique in 

that it alone ( so far disc overed)  managed s omehow to  
avoid c on tamination? How did U. 235 avoid it in t he 
fir st place anyhow ?  

Should t his pro cedure h ave once happened much 
more often,  arrl more intensi vely due t o  the hi gher 
proportion of U. 235 , w ould it not h ave a devastatin g  
effect on th e  e arth's  cr ust , and leave s igns o f  its 
effects d ue to heat transferen ce if nothing e lse ? In 
fact , w as the e arth initially accreted from super- cold 
m ateri al , later he ated by uranium bre akdown , as s ome 
have s uggeste d ?  This theory would not seem t o  wash , 
as temper ature i s  proportion al to pre ssure s o  that as 
the e arth gre w its  internal temperature must have 
grown from the inside out in any case .  

V. ASTRONOMY 

THE GREAT GALACTIC GHOUL 

The N ation al Observer of t he 13th Nove m ber 197 1 ,  
i n  its section "B ackground Briefing" i nclude d  an 
article entitled "Mar s  an d a Space-Age Gremli n " ,  as 
follows:  

"There are two po ssi ble explanations for t he 
pro blem encountered last week by Mariner 9 on its  
fli ght to M ar s :  A speck of space dust hit it , or  t he 
Great Gal actic G ho ul go t it. M ariner 9 ,  s chedule d to  
begin or biting Mar s  on Nov.  13 ,  s uddenly lost it s lock 
on t he star Canopus ,  w hich  is used for navigation.  
Engineer s at  t he Jet Propulsion L aboratory (JP L) in 
P asadena, C alif. , promptly g ot t he s pace craft to  re­
est abli s h  its proper ali gnme nts, and tests indic ated 
all its instruments were w or king fine. 

"The i ncident added to scientific s pe culation that 
a ri ng of tiny particle s and asteroi ds orbits t he sun 
between e arth and M ar s ,  s ome 1 28 , 000 , 000 to 1 3 3 , 000,  
000 mile s out from the s un.  JPL officials s ay Mariner 
9 ' s  di ffi culty could have resulte d  from a piece of 
sp ace dust strikin g  the craft and turni ng it s o  t he 
navig ati onal antenna lost track of C anopus. B ut t ho se 
who relish a dash of spi ce with their space s cience 
mi ght prefer to t hink t hat M ariner 9 fell vi cti m to the 
Great G al acti c G ho ul , a fictional s pace monster 
b lamed for t he mi s adventures of se veral satellite s 

appro ac hing t he red planet .  T he Ghoul w as b orn i n  
July 1969 ,  in t he imaginations of Time m agazine re­
porters Don Neff and D avi d Lee . JPL had s udde nly 
lo st communication s with M ariner 7 ,  one of t he two 
U . S. space cr aft aimed to fly within 2 , 000 mile s of 
M ar s .  Seven hour s  l ater , an d j ust as s uddenly , r adio 
contact c ame b ack.  B ut Mari ner 7 had lost s ome of 
its ability to tr ansmit dat a, a nd it w as tr aveling 
slightly faster t han it should h ave been.  

" While scienti st s  puzzled o ver t he phe nomenon -
l ater attributed t o  a pos sible meteorite imp act - the 
Time reporter s noted t hat Mariner 7 ' s  problem oc­
curred about 13 1,000 ,000 miles out from the sun. In 
19163 Rus sia' s M arS 1 we nt dead at about 1 3 3 , 000 , 000 
mile s ,  as  did t he Soviet s ' Zond 2 in 1965 at about 
1 2 8 , 000 , 000 mile s .  Neither was heard from again. 
An d M ariner 4,  e ve ntu ally a s ucces s ,  h ad its o wn 
difficultie s in the same gener al are a in 1965 .  In a bit 
of w himsy , Neff and Lee suggested to their pre ssroom 
colle ague s that the Great Gal actic Ghoul lurked near 
Mars .  It h ad eaten the Soviet satellite s .  It had 
swallo wed Mariner 7, did n't like the t aste , and spit 
it out . T hat , t hey concluded,  accounted for t he loss 
of r adio si gnals and t he incre ased speed .  One JP L 
scie nti st opi ne d  t hat the the ory w as as te nable as 
any ot her at the time .  

"To day the Ghoul i s  a s  much a part o f  t he U .  S. 
M ar s  progr am as gremlins were a p art of t he World War 
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II Air Force .  Conside r  the reaction of a N atio n al 
Aeronautics and Space Administration ( N ASA) official 
last week after Mariner 9 locked again on Canopu s. 
'The Ghoul has been foiled ,' he s aid. " 

Since neither telescope s  nor any of our othe r  
sen sitive detection device s  have been able t o  find 
anything of a solid nat ure (i .e .  with m ass] i n  thi s 
stran ge "belt" ,  and as it seem s  t o  c ome and go , we 

are wo nde ring if it might not be a zone of time anom­
aly like t he 1 2  are as on the s urface of our e arth -
e xamplified b y  the misnamed "Bermud a  Tri angle " -
but on a much g r ande r  s c ale . Sometime s pl ane s dis­
appear completely; in othe r  c ase s they seem to s kirt 
t he se are as and come out with all t heir inboard i n­
struments functioning again b ut at a wro ng time . 

The two phenome n a  are stran gely comp arable . 

VI. GEOLOGY 

THAT "DIAMOND "  CRYSTAL 

On page 39 of ou r April 1 9 7 2  i ssue under t he head­
ing "On Big Things " ,  I m ade a casual re m ark that w as 
not only totally inaccurate but absurd. Our Advisor 
on Geomorphology and Geophysics- and also straight 
geology, mineralogy , e tc . - pounce d  on thi s ,  and so 
very rightly. Thank '3od that piece w as w ritten  b y  me 
person ally , as I would not want the So c iety to be 
blamed for any statement t h at is not fully che cked and 
for which full refe ren ce s  are not g iven .  

The wild aside that I w rote went : - "Perhap s i t  
was a chip off one o f  the apice s  of a di amond c rystal 
that measured 2 1-ft ( the c hip that is)  that first startled 
me " .  I saw this thing in ,  I think , the Geological 
Museum in Muni ch w hen I w as about ten ye ars old and 
I d on ' t  read Germ an. The thin g w as manife stly , in 
view of w hat follow s ,  not a di amond and w as probably 
a piece of s ome rock like columnar b asalt as oppo sed 
to  mineral .  Perhap s my p arents h ad been p ulling my 
le g !  

After s ome interchan ge o f  c orre spondence P ro­
fe s sor Kennedy wrote as follows,  an d I think t he 
facts he gives are worthy of record of t hem selves ,  
apart from setting me straight. 

"The l arge st known di amond i s  approxim ately 4" 
acro ss.  Fo r many years I have served as con sult ant 
to t he De Beers Diam ond syndicate and c an give you 
the si ze and sequence of all the m ajo r kno wn s to ne s .  
I am also e nclosing a paper o n  t he Origin of Di amond 
Depo sits which e xplains w hy l arge diamonds do not 
e xi st .  They are emplace d e xplo sively from a depth of 
approximately 200 km,  through rel atively n arro w 
crack s. A brittle materi al  with a s  goo d a cle avage as 

a diamond w ould never s urvive t he t rip to t he s urface . 
"No di amonds have e ve r  been found in Europe . The 

source of all di amonds up until c irca 1 850 was Indi a. 
The famous Gol conda Mines.  It was only after 1850 
that d iamonds had been found in Brazil and in 
Afri ca. Inciden tally, your 21 ft cryst al w ould weigh 
mo re t han t he entire an nual production o f  di amond 
and , if  broken up , would have a v alue for indu stri al 
u se of little more than 10 billion d ollars .  An e xamina­
tion of t he sketch you sen d  with the dimensions 
sugge st s  that the crystal you draw would weigh circa 
100 ton s .  From your sketch, I e stim ate a v olume of 
1000 cubic feet ,  diamond wei ghs circ a 250 lb s per 
cubic feet  [ sic]. This translate s  into 500 million 
c arats and a c arat of diamond fragment s uitable to 
u se i n  a d i amond d rill i s  w orth around $ 20 as an 
industri al stone .  Thus,  t he v alue for industri al pur­
pose s  of thi s s tone would be circa 1 0  billion d ollars,  
and its volume is c irca 20 time s  the annu al pro­
duction of stone s  for the e ntire w o rld . You can thu s  
see why m y  eyebrows went u p  w hen I read the note. " 

My only further c omment is t hat "out of s tupidity 
cometh ( sometimes)  e nlightenme nt " .  

Ivan T. Sanderson 

Editor ' s  Note : Profe ssor Kennedy note s  also that 
the l argest  sin gle c ry st al he kno ws of i s  a spo dumene 
crystal in a pe gmatite d ike i n  the Black Hill s of 
South Dakot a. He add s ,  "As I recall , thi s crystal is 
circa 20 ft in length" . 
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VII. BIOLOGY 

A NE W MAMMAL DISCOVERED 

There i s  a r ather const ant murmuri ng among the 
scientifi c fr aternity that t he di scovery of any new 
lar ge animals is "impos5tble " .  Nonethele s s, and 
tho u gh we are some w hat late in announcing it , ne w 
ani m al s , specifically mammals,  are still croppi ng up.  
(No one is a stoni s hed by t he di scovery of ne w 
insect s, si nce nobody has yet come up with e ve n  a 
goo d estimate of the number of specie s that exi st on 
t hi s  planet. ) We are indebte d  t o  Member 11210 for 
se nding us a copy of an article from the journal 
Anim als ( V .  10, N .  11, M arch 1968), b ased on form al 
report s in the j ournal of t he Tokyo Zoologi c al So ciety 
by Yukio Tagawa and Dr . Yoshinori Imai zumi .  The 
animal in que stion is t he Iriomote wild c at ,  w hich 
con stitute s  a ne w genus,  M ayailurus iriomotensi s .  It 
was found not in "Darke st Afri ca" or t he " steaming 
jungle s "  of t he Am azon,  but on a sm all i sl an d  at the 
end of the Ryukyu chain south of J ap an ( see m ap ). 

Yuki o T ag awa, a natur ali st and author , was doing 
a series entitled "Journey s into the Wild"  and ,  having  
he ard (on O kinawa) rumour s  of a "ne w "  cat -whi ch 
he at fir st di smi ssed a s  bei ng probably dome sti c 
cat s  run wi ld- an d al so h aving  found that hi s first 
proposed de stination w as overrun by s o- c alled civili­
zation,  he went to the i sl and of Iriomote w here he 
and , later , Pr ofe ssor Takar a  of the University of 

.. 0 
China 

· . · (/ 

Formosa 

l:l� 

"\ Iriomote I s. 

Okinaw a, e ventually acquired s ome s ki ns and s kulls 
and, finally ,  some live specime ns. 

M ayailurus i s  only sli ghtly larger than an ordinary 
domestic c at but quite di stinct from it  and from t he 
"leop ard cat" ( Feli s  beng alensi s).  "Mayailurus has 
5 to 7 bl ack li ne s on t he back of its ne ck w hich come 
to an e nd in front of t he s ho ulder s;  peak- shaped b l ack 
spo ts  under the eye s, like those of a c heetah; and 
indi stinct spot s on t he trunk w hi ch become vertical 
bands like tho se of an ocelot. It also has only 28 

teeth,  where as the leop ard cat and the dome sti c  c at 
have the 30 teet h  typi cal of t he c at family in gener al . " 

Oddly enough,  t he Iriomote cat seems t o  be very 
similar to the C hile an mountain c at (Noctifeli s 
guigna) whi ch also h as 28 teet h  and a similarly 
shaped s kull ( spe ci ali st s  may wi s h  to read t he 
ori ginal article for t hese details whi ch are me ani ng­
less to t he non-zoologi st) .  Presumably, t he Iriomote 
cat is a primitive spe cie s related to t he ance stor s of 
the leop ar d  cat and t he ordinary feral d omesti c cat 
kno wn t hrou ghout Asi a: and possibly s ome of its 
remote ance stor s came over a l and bridge from Asi a, 
thus producing t he separ ate but related Chilean c at ,  
Noctifeli s gui gna. 

Eve n more intere sting is t he last p ar agraph in 
the Animals article : 

"The Iri omote c at i s  a rem arkable find whi ch i s  
all the more intere sting for i t s  pos sible links with 
the di st ant p ast. The i slanders refer to it in t heir 
di alect as t he pi ngimaya. They a l so t alk a bout 
another cat whi ch they c all t he yamam aya. They say 
that the yam am ay a  i s  t he size o f  a s heep d o g ,  and 
look s  like a tiger. Perhap s  t here i s  another unknown 
anim al conce aled in t he rainfore st of Iriomote . " 

Per h ap s  indeed.  An d the next time s omeone 
announ ce s  t hat there c annot be any undi scovere d 
ani mal s, of wh atever s ort or si ze ,  deep in t he virtu al­
ly impenetr able sw amps and fore sts of Africa or even 
in t he sawtooth,  fore st- covered hills of north-centr al 
Pennsylvania, you m ay now point out t hat a new 
ge nu s of felines w as di scovered on an island off 
Jap an - an inhabited i sland, w h o se residents h ave 
alw ay s  s aid t here w as s uch an animal.  But, of 
cour se , no one believed them until 1966. 

A NEW LAK E MONSTER 

A rather splendi d  and,  for once ,  very straight­
for ward report  come s  out of Lexington , Kentu cky , as 
follo ws:  

Loui sville ,  Ky. , Courier-Journal,  7 August 1972: 

"Mon ster Reporte d Swi mmi ng in Herrington L ake " by 
Joe Ward (St aff Wri ter ).  "Prof. L?.. wrence S. Thomp son,  
who te ache s  clas sics at the Uni ver sity of Kentucky , 
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k eep s a second house on Herrington L ak e  abo ut 3 0  
miles so uth of h e r e .  And sometim es, i n  the  quiet 
stretch of w ater b etween C henault Bridge and Wells 
Landing a few miles  do wn lak e ,  he se es a 'monst er'  
taking a lei surely s wim in t he e arly morni ng hours. 
As the professor describes it,  it ' s  not a p arti cularly 
fearsome monst er. In fact , in the  four years h e ' s  lived 
on the lake and felt t h ere was ' something out t here ' ,  
h e ' s  come under the impre ssion that the c reature i s  
quite s hy.  All h e ' s  ever s een o f  i t  i s  a s nout - not 
unlik e t hat of a pig,  moving along j ust a bove the 
water at about the s peed of a b o at w ith a t rolli ng 
motor - an d a curly t ail ,  similar to t hat of  t he s am e  
animal ,  coming along about 1 5  feet b ehind.  

"He explained - i n  a r ecent i ntervie w  mark ed by 
its sc holarly appro ach and multisyllabi c vo cabula­
ry - that 'it ' s  a monster only in the sense that you 'd 
call an allig ator o r  a crocodile a monster if  nobody 
el se had ever s een one. ' Actu ally he s ai d ,  he has no 
idea what it is. Bu� he  knows t here ar e no fi s h  t h at 
big in H erri ngton L ak e  and he lean s  t oward a t heory 
of his own - that it might be a type o f  c reature t hat 
has s omehow e scaped ob serv ation by men s ince its 
prehi sto ric anc estors swam up the Mis si ssippi and 
O hio rivers millenni a ago . "  

Professo r  Thompson i 3  s ensible e nough to m ak e  
his report and leave i t  at t hat . What more c an one do 
abo ut such an unexplained until one is c au ght ? Why 
blather and specul ate ? Perhap s  one of  our members 
about tho se parts might lik e  to t ak e  a stab at it and 
try to get s om e  good photo s  at least. 

THE IMPROPERLY CL ASSIFI ED M ARIN E ANIMAL 

Member No.  1 006 writes to us s aying that our 
an aly sis o f  t he corp se washed up o n  a ro cky ledge 
near Sant a Cruz,  California, is j ust plain silly ; and he 
advi ses us to refer to Dr .  Bernard Heuv elm an s' book 
In the Wak e  of the Se a- Serp ent. We h ad,  of c ourse, 
alre ady done thi-s-as w e  were intimat ely associ ated 
with him in the compilatio n of thi s  w ork. H euvelm ans 
is a funny fellow. In both his b ooks  he will devote 
endless attention to item s t hat could w ell be explai n­
ed, but t hen bru shes a number of the  mo st enigmati c  
cases under t h e  proverbial mat .  He m akes a great thing 
out of b eing a professional s cienti st and w hen and if 
ev er he c an find a d efinite pro nouncement by a 
brother scienti st , he t akes it at f ace value;  and "Case 
clo sed " .  

In t hi s  c ase there wer e not j u st t wo but h alf a 
do zen g ood photograp h s  tak en o f  t he b east ,  but 
H euvelman s must n eeds c ho o s e  t h e  one t hat doe s  not 
s ho w t h e  long slender - and completely undecomp os­
e d ,  w e  m ig ht ad d - neck . We t h en m ade a further 
gross  mi stake in that we cropp ed the photograp h  that 
we used to the neck s ide, thinking t hat the average 
citizen, let alone a z oologist, w ould see e nough to 
count out all typ e s  of w hal es,  d ecomp o sed or not . 

As to the  skull being t h at of a Berardiu s b airdii , it  
mi ght t ak e  a cetaceologi st to refute any s uc h  ridicu­
nonsens e.  This creature (�. b airdii ) i s  one of t he 
beak ed whal es and h as a long p ointed skull, not a 
bull-headed one like t hi s  and,  besides,  it h as no 
teeth in t he fro nt. But t hen , thi s is not the first t im e  
t h at a s witch h a s  b een d on e  in a museum, a n d  it i s  
muc h better t o  tell t h e  newsboys and thus t h e  g eneral 
public w hat the skull was. T hey were p erfectly safe 
in t hi s  case as they did not have a Berardius s kull 
wit hin 3000 miles to comp are it with.  N o ,  it w as de­
finitely not a whale. 

Ano th er thing t hat has b e e n  overlook ed is t hat 
everybody, e ven tho se w ith  some zoologic al training, 
that insp ected t he thing  insist that it had four equal­
sized flipp ers,  one p air j u st behind t he j unction of 
th e neck with t he t orso and t he other pair far aft. 
This ,  as in so many c ases of t hi s  nature, w as con­
veniently p as sed over and forgotten;  by t h e zoolo­
gist s  be cause from t h eir point of vi ew,  the less said 
t he better; and from the point of  v iew of the public 
and e ven the newsboys,  becau se they simply would 
not hav e  appreci ated the s igni fi c ance of this point. 

One of our zoologist fri ends obj ects that no long­
neck ed dino saurian reptile had a head anything like 
thi s ;  Admittedly, tho s e  we kno w f rom fo ssil s k ulls 
h av e  large eye-sockets,  b u t  quite closely rel ated 
animals among, for instance,  t he salamanders normal­
ly h ave large protuberant eyes ,  but s ome cave-dwell­
ing speci es have minute one s or none at all. And, be 
it noted , t hat the c reatur e probably s pent 99% of its 
tim e belo w the hundred fathom line and this in total 
darkness,  c oming to t he surface only very occasional­
ly to repleni sh its  o xygen. Anyhow, thi s  is defi nitely 
not a known m amm al or a fish ( shark ).  We await  
further t ran scripts of the  original s tories ,  and then we 
hope photograp h s, before b earding the museum with a 
request for sight of t heir regi ster of s pecim en s re­
ceived about t hat d ate. We will t h en ask for sight of 
the skull. 

PENGUINS AN D THE C HILL EF FECT 

We h av e  r eceived a number of notes from members 
on t his subj ect, including a mo st p ertin ent letter from 
Memb er No . 10 1 7 ,  t he first portion of w hi c h  we quote 
in full :  

"On page 6 2  of the July 1972 Pursuit in an article 
entitled " Deep-breathing , or What ? "  -in which  t here  
in a c o nfusion of obj ective and s ubj ecti v e  asp ects of  
temperature. The difficulty t he a rticle i s  suffering 
from concerns w hat is known as the 'chill factor' .  
Win d  does not pro duce a drop i n  air temperature . It 
m erely � t o , subj ectiv ely. T he v ari ables are 
win d  sp eed, humidity and air temp erature. Thus:  at 
windspe ed " A" ,  with humidity at "B " and t h e  t her­
mom eter at "C" , it feel s as cold a s  though it w ere  
temp erature "X" at  humidity "Y" with  w ind s peed 
zero . What thi :s means i s  that in your pe nguin example,  
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t ·he  air  temperature rem ains at - 1 5 0 °  no matter how 
fast the ai r happ ens t o  move. Thi s  c o uld easily be 
demonstrated by asking the penguin t o  stand next to 
a thermometer. Subj ectively, however, it mi ght well 
fe el lik e  -300° --In ot her words,  a t hermom eter 
exposed to your - 1 50 degree air will register - 1 50° at 
any wi nd-sp eed from 0 to co .

" 

We got our facts from wh at i s  otherwi se regarded 
as a t ho roughly reliable text on the Ant arctic but, 
after asking around, this ( and our other correspondents 
an d c allers) would se em to be most certainly ri ght. 
However ,  I think that standing out in the op en all of 
t h e  ant arcti c w in ter with temp eratures t hat do go 
down to - 1 50 ° is pretty good going anyway,  a nd we 
ar e now s e arching fo r r eferences to wo rk t h at h as 
been d on e  on th e heati ng app aratus and f eedback 
sy stem of it amo n g  pengui n s. We 'd lik e  to know ho w 
they do it.  At the s am e  tim e we h av e  written to t h e  
Fro zen F o o d  Industry trade journal t o  a s k  h o w  come 
they use w h at they call t he "blast m ethod " to reduce 
t emp eratures s o  drasti cally. We w ent all over thi s 
years ago when we fi rst tangled with the troubl esome 
matter of t h e  d eep-frozen mammoths in Siberia but w e  
want i t  confirmed.  

MO RE DRIVEL ABOUT FRO ZEN M AMMOTHS 

A statement by one Dr. Troy Pewe, as quoted by 
the Phoeni x (Arizo na) G az ett e,  9th June 1 9 7 2 ,  was 
headed "Anim al-D eath L egends Refuted" .  This i s  
o n e  o f  t h e  most p erni cious pi eces of mi si nform ation 
we hav e s een rele ased yet on t hi s  subj ect; and from 
t h e  C hai rm an of t he Ari zon a  St ate University Geology 
D ep artment. It went as follows :  

"Myt hs and legends about the giants of  t h e  pre­
hi stori c animal kingdom being kill ed in cataclysmic 
shiftin g  of t he e arth or violent sto rm s  today w ere 
given a label : 'Baloney ' .  

" As a matter of fact , s ai d  D r .  P e we,  w ho h as b een 
on e xp editions all over t h e  world,  and e speci ally in 
Al ask a and Sib eri a, those anim als di ed n atural deaths. 
[a ] Many [ b J of them were found with buttercup s in 
their mouth s and stom achs ,  he  s aid ,  proving that thi s 
flower is not confined to tropic al zon e s  [ c]. 

"Th e c arcasses,  fo und as far d o wn as 2 , 000 feet 
in t h e  p erm afrost of the  polar zo ne, probably s ank into 
bo g s  in the spring an d were c overed up b y  t he annual 
acc umul ation of debri s ,  said Dr. P e we. Tho se ani-

Litter Bugs ! 

m als,  mammoths ( the gi ant,  w oolly super elephant),  
horses,  musk o xe s  [si c] , lions and, yes, e ven c amels ,  
were fro ze n after they di ed, thus prev enting scaven­
gers from eating them up . [ dj Still fro zen i n  spring, 
they wer e covered up by the debri s that c am e  along in 
each annual melt until t hey were c overed by s om e  100 
to 2 , 000 feet of p erm afro st . 

"Dr. Pewe also appli ed the 'baloney' label about 
th e carcasses b eing millions of  years old. 'Th ey only 
go b ack to the l ast ice age , about 70 , 000 years ago ' , 
he said.  [ e] The fact that c am el c arcasses al so are 
foun d in the frozen far north, he said ,  i ndicates that 
this animal ,  usually as soci ated with w arm er life 
zones ,  ro am ed pretty much all over t he wo rld. [ f)" 

A. Of course t hey di ed "natural"  deaths; t here 
was no artificial refri geration in tho se day s !  

B .  Only o n e ,  t h e  Beresovska M ammoth, had fresh 
butt ercup s b etween its t eeth and in its stom ach,  along 
with a lot of s edges,  an d pin e shoots. 

C. Whoever said t h at Buttercup s were c onfined to 
the tropics;  in fact, that is one zon e  w here they are 
not found in the form t hat w e  kno w.  They are , on the 
other han d, on e of t he common est plants of the  lower 
Tundr a. 

D. Of course they were fro zen after t hey died but 
the freezing had to b e  d on e  in air and penetrate  t he 
whole animal befo re t he bacteri a in its stom ach and 
the rest of  it, liter ally c ooked it and rotted it. The 
winter snows then kept the temp erature d o w n  until t h e  
sp ring  m elt, w hen "muck " b egan t o  bury them. Thi s  
then , too , fro ze t o  form the perm afro st . How thi s w as 
achi eved without the expo sed parts of t he body thaw­
ing  out and rotting in the brief but v ery hot t hree­
month summer, i s  one of t he greater myst eri es. 

E. It i s  indeed true that the olde st carcase d ated 
by the Russian s  is only about 100 , 000 ye ars old , but 
animal s  w ent on being thus fro zen in fits and starts , 
chronologically spe aking,  until about 1 0 , 000 B . C .  
Th en they stopped. 

F. Dr.  Pewe ' s  r emarks about t he c am els i s  also 
rubbish. The wild T wo-Hump ed Camel i s  found today 
in a climate equi valent to t h at of t he lower edge of 
the Tundra; while ,  on the oth er h and,  Plum Tre es, 
bearing fruit ,  h av e  been found in t h e muck of th e New 
Siberi an tundra. Truth is ,  the clim ate swung back and 
an d forth b et ween Ice- Age conditions and t emperate 
durin g t he last interglaci al and g l aci al periods,  and 
e astern Siberia n ev er w as c overed by an icecap. 

A fine geologi st i s  Dr.  Pewe!  H e  s e em s  not to 
h av e  read any of  t he r ecent and current literature 

From the Minneapoli s star , 29 June,  1972 : UPI (New York, NY): "A crUismg police car discovered a 
grayi sh-pink hulk lying in a Bronx intersection. It was determined that the hulk was the skinned, decapitated 
body of a 300- pound animal ,  either a gorilla or a bear. No zoo s  in the area have reported the lo ss of a 
gorilla. There was no known cri m e ,  so police said there would be no investigation. " 
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either on the fro zen animals,  or the  p al aeo clim atolo gy 
of t he area, e ven in our lan gu age ,  let alone the 
Russi an. 

EELS OUT OF F AUCETS 

From t he Boston Globe ,  16 June 1 9 7 2 ,  b y  Warre1� 
T albot:  "Mystery Eels Pu zzle Offi cials in Medford 
Mass. . "An E ast Boston Wom an c alled up t he 

Metropolitan Di strict Commi ssion (MDC) yesterday 
and claimed that an eel had s lithere d  out of her 
kitchen faucet .  'That I don 't b eiiev e ' ,  Chief Water 
Supply Engineer Arthur Gri eve s aid. But Grieve i s  
trying t o  determine how three eels did find their way 
into Medford' s water supply system. 'I  am willing t o  
believe that th e eel s  c ould get int o  t he c ity ' s  wat er 
pipes ,  but n ever will ever b elieve t h ey can c ome o ut 
a faucet ' .  

"L ast Thursday Medford w ater d ep artment workers 
an swered a complaint  of  low w ater pressure at 975 
Fellsw ay Drive. When they dug their ditch and too k  
t h e  c ap off t he w ater m ain , an eel came o ut.  The 
teleost w as four feet long,  and to s ay the least , i ts  
app earance astounded t he work c rew. Two more eels 
were fis hed from water pipes - one last Friday a nd 
ano ther this Tue sday.  All were t ak en in t h e  Fell s w ay 
se ction of M edford , and r e ac hed lengths of four feet . " 

Mr. Arthur Grieve s ho uld be infurmed that t his h as 
been going on since ever and all over Western Europe 
and Eastern North Am erica. We h ave d ozen s of r eport s  
i n  o u r  files.  Youn g eels have a built-in instinctive 
u rge to keep going upstream in t heir first year and 
then bei ng about pencil size t hey may get sucked into 
a w ater s upply sy stem and t hen grow t here until t h ey 
can 't get out . On the other hand s ome may keep g oing 
until t hey are in t he dom e stic di stribution system 
when t hey go on up pipes that flo w ,  before t hey get 
too big. A four-foot e el has t oo bi g a girth to g et up 
to a faucet but a two-footer or even a st arved 3-footer 
can do s o .  

T HAT FROG !  

A week after Hurrican e  Agne s had g o n e  all around 
us -for a c hange!- in New Jersey, a g entleman r ang 
us up t o  say t hat he  had b een informed hereabout s 
that we were interested in odditi es. He is a pretty 
hig h-level e rg ineer working under contract, he told 
us ,  fo r outfits like NASA. His home base is Wi sconsin 
but h e  m aintain s p, s ummer hom e near here in the 
beautiful , unsp oiled,  w oo ded foothills of Warren 
County ,  New Jer sey. What he s ai d  on the p hone w as 
as follows: -

"The hurri can e  didn't  hit us but w e  h ad an awful 
lot of rai n  and a lot of fi ne s ilt g ot t hrough t he filter 
into my s wimming pool. So I t old my m an to drain it 
and s crub it . Well , he  did but he  c am e  to me yesterday 
morning and s ai d  ther e  w as one hell of a funny look­
ing  frog in it and he really t ho ught I ought to come 
and look at it. Well,  I di d;  but I ' m  an engineer,  not a 
bug collector,  but I s aw at o nce that t hi s  anim al w as 
awfully odd -two pairs of no stril s ,  no eyes,  and huge 
sort of 'drums ' there on the side of its he ad instead. " 

Well,  w e  t h ank ed the gentl em an and asked if we 
could come over ( abo ut 1 5 miles)  and h ave a look at 
it. He said "Heck , no;  I 'll bring  it over to you;  and 
I'll find out how to get t h ere" -which i s  quite an 
exe rci se even for local p eopl e ;  and, py jinko a, he 
did;  and,  w hat is more,  he g av e  us the frog,. That w as 
on the 8th July. 

It w as a Bullfrog (Ran a  cat esbiana) but w as all 
"wrong" in t hat it had the warty s kin and the coloura­
tion of the River Frog (Rana heckscheri )  whi ch is not 
from north of southern South C arolin a, and w hich i s  
al so some what s m aller. A s  t h e  accompanyi n g  p hoto­
graph sho ws,  it h as no eyes ,  a s ort of hard excres­
cence on its snout , and two enormous tympani or " e ar­
drum s" . It w as full- gro wn, and it c hanged colo ur in 
brig ht s unli ght, j u st lik e any other Bullfrog.  But, do 
what we c ould -an d  w e  are profe s sionals at thi s- we 
never saw him e at ;  though we once got an earthw orm 
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into his mouth, He sp at i t  out. He (or s he )  died on t he 
30th O ctober, j u st as we w ere going to pre s s !  

. S o  what ' s  "unexplai ned " about thi s ?  Plen ty, l adie s  
and gentlemen. First off, h e  w as full-grown ( he ad and 
body, 5 74" ) ,  and the book s ay s  it tak e s  a B ullfrog 
fou r  years t o  attai n  adulthoo d. Now, frogs get t h eir 
foo d  by s ight - hence their eno rmous, b ulging eyes­
but this guy was born without  eyes.  Being a B ullfrog 
he must have hib ernated fo r at least t hree winters. We 
eventually p ut him in a big 1" x 1" turk ey-wire c age 
an d put t hi s  a t  th e e dge of our pond, and we often 
crept up at nig ht with a big flashlig ht ,  and there were 
alw ay s  hundreds of  polli wags, baby Blue Gill fish ,  
and all sorts of  insects in ,  or g oing through, his cage .  
But w e  never  saw him e at ,  tho ugh one p erson doe s  say 
he s aw him snapping at i n sect s .  Another strange thing  
we di scovered was that ,  although h e  w as b orn without 
eye s ,  he w as s ensiti v e  to a light beam and used to 
w altz around wh en we turned t h e  fl ash on him .  Funny ,  
but he did not lik e water.  He al so b reathed t hrough 
hi s mouth. 

H e ' s  dead now ,  but p rofessionally "pi-ckled " in 
form aldehyde-salt solution;  and he will be autopsied 
by other profe s si o n al  herpetologi sts .  We w ant to see 
j ust how he w as put together. So f ar it's totally un­
explained. 

T HE PARAGUAYAN MON STER 

This was first repo rted e xclusi ve t o  the Seattle 
Po st-Intelligencer in mid- February of 1 9 7 2. It h as 
caused quite an upro ar and no clear an swers hav e  yet 
been obtain ed. T h e  P ar agu ayan s apparently don't  
an swer letters, even if w ritten in immaculate Spani sh. 
Th e story we nt: -

" . . .  That Barking Snak e in P araguay Is for Real,  
by P ercy Forst er: Asuncio n ,  P araguay - For centu­
ri es ,  white men b elieved the 1Mboi-yagua, ' a serpe nt 
with the h ead and bark of a dog an d large steel- hard, 
needl e- sh arp hooks on it s t ail ,  e xi sted only in t he 
imagination of Guar ani Indi ans in t he swampy jungles  
of P araguay. But  last week f ca. 6- 1 2  Feb . . )  a p arty of  
go vernm ent s urveyors retum ed from a t hree-month 
mission in a jungle along t h e b anks of the upper 
P aran a Ri ver, b ringi n g  a live 1Mboi-yagua' with them. 
N o w  it is ho used i n  the local zoo , attractin g  thousands 
of vi sitors d aily. Somethi n g  over 1 0  feet long  and 
about a yard in circumferen ce in the middle,  with the 
t ail t hinning  down to 18 inches,  it looks almost ex· 
actly as Gu arani Indian s  h ave b een d escribing it 
since the first Jesuit mi ssion aries w ent to P araguay 
more t han 300 year s  ago . In fact the only difference 
i s  in t he si ze. From the stori es told by t he Indi ans, 
t he mi ssionaries envis aged it  a s  bein g  at le ast twice 
as large. 

��Four large hooks gro wing out o f  t he serpent ' s  
body about two feet from Hs t ail are b elieved to b e  
used for holding the huge creatur e ' s  prey, thoug h e x­
actly what it preys upon h as yet to be d etermined. 

Since its c apture it h as refus ed to eat anything,  but 
clearly it i s  carnivorou s ,  j udgin g from the gaff-size 
hoo k s  and t he t e eth,  whi ch are not unlik e  tho se of a 
dog , and , accordin g  to t he Indi ans ,  it h as a terrifyin g  
bark. B u t  t hi s  s p ecimen,  in addition to r efusing all 
foo d, also refus es to bark.  On being placed in a hig h  
wire corral ,  with a hut in t h e  corner , i t  stuck i t s  head 
inside and t hereafter refused to b udge. T he only sign 
of life com es at interval s of  s e veral hours w ith  frantic 
swi shi ngs of its murderous-looking tail .  

11 ACGOrding to the s urveyor s  who brought it in from 
the j ungle, they found it d ozing in the middle of a 
riversi de swamp . T hey m anaged t o  lasso its head ,  but 
six of them,  tugging at the rope ,  w ere unabl e to budge 
it  from w here it lay, mostly submerged in t he mud. 
Fin ally,  to g et it onto higher dry l and they w ere 
obliged to use a tackle. Even then ,  it t ook them more 
t han t hree hours to get it onto t he cat erpillar truck on 
whi ch they transported t he trophy to Asuncion. 

N aturali sts who flew in from Buenos Aires and 
Rio de J aneiro to see  t h e  strange creature immedi ate­
ly became involved in a d eb ate that is still in pro­
gress.  Sam e of t h em are convinced t hat it is a speci­
men of t he myt hi c al 1Mboi-yagua' while others assert 
it i s  nothin g  mo re t han a di st ant rel ative of the  t ar­
aconda, a species  of s erpent t h at has been found 
occasionally in swampy land along t he b ank s of the 
upp er reac hes of the Am azon River in Brazil . . . .  " 

Thi s is one of the most puzzling "monster" stori e s  
ever, a n d  one ' s  first thou ght is t hat it is a put-on, 
even if naturalists did fly in from Rio and B . A. One 
look ought t o  b e  e nough for any zoologist ; and why 
didn 't t he Zoo director l asso its tail above the s pike s  
an d have i t  hauled out by brute force s o  t hat s ome 
good photograp hs c ould b e  tak en and s orn e film 
footage of its movements b efore it die s  or e scap es ?  
I n  fact , w hy didn't  t hey d o  t hi s  w hile i t  w as being un­
loaded at the Zoo ?  Th e w hole t hing looks v ery ��fishy" 
to us. 

If t his thing i s  not j ust a pip e dream, there are 
two alternatives.  We s uppose it c ould be some form of 
snak e  rel at ed to the Anaconda lot , whose he ads s een 
from the side c an look very like d ogs wit hout e ars,  
but t hey don 't  b ark. Furth er, t here is no snake 
kno wn with  spikes on its t ail , t hough all members of 
the  Boidae do h av e  t w o  s m all "clasp er s "  near the 
anu s  whic h are used t o  hang onto t he female w hile 
mating; these latter c an hardly b e  d escribed as 
" hooks . . .  two feet from its tai l " .  

The other alternativ e i s  t hat i t  i s  s ome form of 
legless,  s wamp-livin g  mamm al,  b ut of w hat order of 
m amm als ?  Som e  Glyptodo nts of t he Edent at a  order 
had m as sive ,  h ard, recurved spines on their tails b ut 
they w ere l and-living vegetarians with huge carapaces 
lik e armadillo s .  Further,  t h ere i s  no known living or 
fossil m ammal that Js legl ess. Aggrav atingly, we are 
not e ven t old - and there h ave been s everal more re­
ports on t hi s  throughout t h e  year - if it h as ears, 
whet h er the t eeth are differentiat ed lik e  tho se of a 
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m amm al, o r  if  i t  i s  cov ered with h air , naked skin, o r  
scales.  

The whole bu sine ss i s  tot ally unsatisfactory as i t  
stands a n d  w e  tend t o  b elieve t hat it i s  j ust a phoney 
new spap er story. 

WHAT THE HUMAN B EING OF THE FUTURE WILL 
LOOK LIKE 

by Ed ward B. Cam lin 

[The followin g  article is repri nted with p ermi ssion 
and is copyri ghted by t he N ation al ENQUIRER, 
L antana, Florida; t h e  s am e  i s  t ru e  of the  d rawing 
whi ch accomp anie s  thi s pi ece.] 

Future man ' s  ideal male and female w ill h ave a 
hug e  head ,  with feelers g ro wing from t h e  fo rehe ad, 
hardly any c hest ,  tiny leg s ,  only one to e on each 
foot,  no teeth,  and a body completely covered by h air. 

These are some of t he r adi cal changes nature h as 
in store fo r mankind so t h at w e  w ill b e  able to keep 
up with our fast- chan gi ng environment and li fe- styles ,  
the scienti st s s ay. 

"Because we s p end so much t im e  i n  the d ark 
watching televi sio n ,  m an m ay develop r udim ent ary 
feel ers in hi s forehe ad to help guide him over the 
out stretched legs of g uest s  on his w ay to the refriger­
ato r, " said Dr.  Hugo Bohman ,  o f  Goteborg, Sweden. 
"Perhap s  t h at  s ounds amusing but that' s the w ay 
evolution w o rk s , "  h e  added. 

M an w ill also b ecom e quite hairy again,  s ays a 
Dutch  e xpert, Dr. Benj amin G rij seels of the H ague. 
The e arth is slowly getting colder and m an w ill g ro w  
more and more hair to help k e ep him w arm, h e  expl ai n­
ed. 

Dr. P. G. Balfour  of San Franci sco University 
p aint s a grotesque picture of future man ' s  body -at 
least according to our st andards.  "He w ill h av e  a 
massive h ead, e asily t h e  b igge st p art of hi s b o dy. 
And he will have hardly any chest or stom ach,  and 
legs no bigger an d not much s tronger than present­
day fingers. " He said his fo rec ast is based on trends 
already in exi stence ,  which w ere fed into a c omputer. 

Man will also lose s om e  p arts, amo ng them his 
toes and t e eth, another s cienti st predicts. " Except 
for our big toes ,  the rest are already u s eless, " says 
anthropologist Abel Voight of  Boston. " We need t h e  
b i g  t o es t o  pus h  off w i t h  w hen w e  t ak e  a step . The 
others were fine w hen w e  swun g from trees, b ut e vo­
lution has s hriveled them up a nd soon t h Ezy"  will t end 
to merge with t he big toe. " 

"Future man will have no teet h " ,  predicts R. A. 
Wentworth ,  a resident d e nti st at Witwatersrand 
University in Johannesburg , South Afric a. "Teeth 
have been g etting smaller down th e age s  and t here 
are indi cation s  that the mol�rs are disapp earing. 
Future man will develop a more streamlined j aw that 
i s  less muscul ar and bony. " He s aid t hi s  will b e  the 
end result of the soft foo d s  we are e ating b ecau se 

"The j aw no longer has to do the h ard chewing job 
of earli er tim es. " 

Of course,  nature will require some time to b ring 
about these c han ge s  -about 1 0 , 000 years - the 
exp erts b eli eve. B ut ,  t h ey add,  1 0 ,000 years i s  not 
muc h mo re t han a few d ays on the e volutionary 
cal endar. After all, it h as t ak en nature s everal 
hundred t housand y ears t o  b uild her p resent model of 
man.  

Editor ' s  Comm cnt s : -
P hysical anthropologi st s and human anatomist s 

can,  and may w ell not only j u st di sagree with this 
overall pi ct"ure, but with the po ssible exception of 
Dr. Bohm an ' s  predi ction,  t hey w ill find it h ard to 
di spute the individual s t atements. We w ould have 
t ho u ght t hat 10 , 000 years is too s hort a tim e s p ell 
and t he whole arti cle leave s  out a very important 
"IF".  Kno wing N atur e ,  one s ho uld k eep an eye on t he 
di stinct po ssibility that t h e  w ay of life predicated 
-presumably for all of  hum anity- will vanish long 
befo re these c hanges have time t o  t ak e  place.  Further, 
the flat st at ement that t he e arth is g etting  colder m ay 
well not b e  t h e  c ase. We don't  know nearly enough 
historical climatolo gy y et. 

Human being 10 , 000 years from now,  s ay experts ,  
will have a huge head,  tiny leg s,  feeler s gro wing from 
the forehead ,  no teeth an d be c ompletely covered by 
hair. Arti st ' s  co nception c opyright N ation al EN­
QUIRER, L ant ana, Flo rida 
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V III. ANTHR OPOLOGY 

TH E LITTLE WOODEN AIRPLANE their findings w as t h at a speci al exhibit w as set up 
in the centr al hall of t he museum w ith t hi s  little 

We mentioned ,  but j ust t angenti ally, in our last 
issue w hen speaking of "flight "  by t he Ancients (p .  
68) ,  that t he m o s t  am azing example yet t o  c om e  to 
li g ht was t h e discovery of a s cale m odel of  a v ery 
adv anced type of c argo- carrying pusher plan e  or  
powered glider i n  an an cient Egyptian t omb at 
Saqqara, and d ated as h aving been made in or about 
the y ear 200 B . C .  

T h e  Anci ent Egypti an t echnologi st s alw ays m ade 
scale model s of things they w ere g oing t o  b uild , all 
the  way from t emples t o  s hips .  T hi s  item was o ri gi­
nally d i scovered in 1 898 and, airpl ane s  b eing un­
known in t ho se d ays,  w as t hrown into a box m arked 
" wooden bird model s"  and t hen stored in the basement 
of  t he f amous museum in Cairo. Here it was re­
di scovered by one Dr . Khalil Messi ha who h as m ade 
a li fe study of these model s m ad e  by t he ancients. So 
impo rtant w as thi s "di scovery "  con sidered that the 
Egyptian Ministry o f  Culture s et up a s p ecial com­
mittee of leading  sci enti st s to study it.  The result o f  

- -
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model as its centerp i ece.  It i s  even labelled as a 
model airplane.  This is not t he kind of be havior one 
exp ects of  a c ommittee of  exp erts;  especially archae­
ologist s  and in a museum at t h at. 

To tell the whole sto ry w ould fill all of t his i ssue , 
so w e  will confine ourselv es to pointing out a fe w 
of the amazing aspects of t hi s  story. Fi rst of all , thi s  
t hing has t h e  exact p roportions of a very advanced 
form of w hat is c all ed a pu sher-gli der that is still 
hav in g  t h e  "bugs iron ed out of it " .  This d evice i s  
actu ally a g lider that will almost stay i n  the a i r  of 
itself so that even a t iny e ngine would keep it going 
at sp eeds as low as 45 to 65 m . p . h.  while it c ould 
carry an enormou s p ay-load. The w hole b u siness 
dep end s  upon t he s trange sh ap e  and proportions of 
the wi ngs. These, as you will see from the drawing, 
curve d o wn at the tips. Thi s is called a "reverse­
di hedral w ing" . 

Now com es thi s startling outlin e of the contro­
ver sial Europe an super-plane Co ncord e ,  t he desi gn 
of every part of w hich w as plann ed to g iv e  t his 
juggern au t  the m aximum li ft without detracting from 
its sp eed. And so w h at do we see?  

Preci sely t he same wing form and proportions. I t  
seem s rather incredible to us  t h at anybody , for  any 
reason ,  should hav e d evi sed j u st such a model 2000 
y ears ago . Is  t hi s  another "left-over" from some 
greatly advanced prior tec hnological ci vili zation , the 
m ore useful techni ques of w hich  w ere c arefully pre­
served by the priesthoods ? It looks lik e it .  

WING SPAN 83 ft. 10.4 in .  
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GIANT ' ABO' OF 6000 YEARS AGO 

A st artli ng discovery w as m ade in Australi a last 
year t hat has s om e  di stinctly fortean aspects. AP 
reported it s trai ght on the 5th July 1 9 7 2. It w ent as  
follows:  

"The skeleton of an aborigi ne who lived t housands 
of years ago h as been r ecovered from th e earth near 
L ake Mitchi e,  550 miles w e st o f  Sydn ey. By comp ari­
son, the  man w as a gi ant -6 feet 2Yz inches- ag ainst 
an average 5 feet , 6 inches for the abori gin e  of to day. 
Around t h e  neck and reac hing to the pelvis w as a 
strange necklace m ade of 180 pierced t eeth of t h e  
Tasm anian devil,  a c arnivorou s  doglik e  anim al th at 
has been e xtinct on the Au str alian mainland for 3 , 000 
years. Prof. Neil W. Macinto sh,  w ho r emoved the 
skeleton from the ground, s aid r adio carbon t ests on 
t he skeleton and walls of the grave had s ho wn it to 
be about 6 ,  280 years old. The necklace t eeth ,  accord­
ing to t he profe s sor ,  w ere  o f  different ages,  with some 
brown and cracked and others li ghter. Som e, he s aid , 
were 2 , 000 years older than th e s keleton. [ Emphasi s 

or- -- -- -- -ours ] 

We rem ember the time w hen the Abo were s aid to 
be comp aratively recent arrival s  in Australi a b ut w e  
n ev er 'dug ' thi s  becau se of  their t ruly "primitive" 
app earan ce and beh aviour, meaning that t hey must 
hav e  been i solated from t he oth er human races since 
before t h e  end of the N eolithi c stage in Southeast 
Asi a. An d, incidentally , som e v ery much older hum an 
rem ain s h ave alre ady b een found Down Under, but 
there w as a s tran ge sil ence ab out thi s after the 
initial report. They were said to b e  pre- Abo and more 
lik e late Ne anderthalers. Furth er, this individual 
may have b een given important status w hile he w as 
aliv e ,  and speci al buri al ,  j u st b ecause o f  hi s ex­
ceptional s t ature . One s uch individual d o e s  not 
predic ate a w hole "race " of g i ants t h ereabout s at 
that tim e. 

SKULLDUGGERY , SCIENTIFIC SI'YLE 

Th ere hav e  been numerou s newsp ap er and some 
mag azine article s on this  subj ect but  the  b est we h ave 
seen i s  the following by Go rdon Slovut, a Minneapoli s 
Star staff writer. It also b rings t ogether all of the in­
credible machinations of t h e archaeologi st s s ince 
t h ese skulls w ere di scovered, ending with th e extra­
ordinary statement from the Smithsoni an .  It read s : -

"After studying t wo hum an s kulls found in Minne­
sot a' s Bound ary Waters Canoe are a four years ago, 

archaeologi sts are still uncertain if the discovery has 
any significance. There has been speculation that t he 
skulls -because they hav e  very low foreh eads and 
pronounced bro w s- may h av e  belonged to some 
Neanderthal-lik e man and t herefore would be older 
than any other p rehi stori c human b ones found in thi s 
hemi sp here. 

" Dr. Elden John s on ,  Mi nnesota state archaeolo gist, 
said th e other b o nes and artifacts found w i th t he 
skulls -di scovered b y  No rm an Saari , op erator of a 
Toft e L ak e  r eso rt- were insufficient to set an age 
fo r t he bon e s. Dr. M artin Q. P et erson, a University 
of N ebraska p hysical anthropologist , examined the 
skulls w hile h e  w as at the University of  Minnesot a. 
He thinks t h e  s kulls d o  have very l o w  foreheads , but 
'you wo uldn 't t hi nk it t o o  unusual if you saw someone 
like t hi s  walking d o w n  the s treet ' .  After P et erson 
checked the bones,  t h ey w ere s ent to  the Smithsoni an 
Institution in Washi ngton,  D. C.  

"Dr .  L awrence Ang el,  curator of  p hysi c al anthro­
pology at t h e  Smithsoni an, s aid he had no r ecord of 
the  bones t here,  although he was sure t hey were not 
lo st. He sai d  this m ean s t he b on e s  probably are not 
an import ant find. Plain s Indian s  h ad s kull s matchin g 
the d escription 'lo w-vaulted w it h  pronounced bro w s'  
u sed in a report of the Minn esota find,  Angel s aid. " 

Another v er sion of t h e  1 1th July , rel e ased by AP , 
st ates :  "The skull s are und er study at the Smithson­
ian Institution in Washington, D. C. and if Dr. T. 
Dal e  stewart determi nes the skulls are uniqu e enough 
to warrant further investi gation ,  a Carbon- 14  age te st 
will be made. The t est r e quires b urnin g one gram of 
bone materi al ,  and University of Minnesota s cienti st s 
hav e been reluct ant t o  de stroy any of t he m aterial. " 

Th at a carbon d ating w as not m ade i mm edi ately 
b efo re contami nation s et in is inexcusable, and one 
gram [ 1 ounce ( avoirdupois)  equals 437 . 5  grains ; 1 
gram equals 1 5 . 4 3 2  grains ] wo uld not destroy any­
t hin g! We fancy non e of t hem want s a really e arly 
date appearing. There hav e  been constant r eport s  of 
Neanderth al-lo okin g s kulls cropping up for y ears and 
from all over. One lot from so uthern Californi a w ere 
almo st " sup er-Neanderthaler " ,  s urp assing even t h e  
larg est-bro wed and flattened c ranium skulls of e arly 
N eanderthalers from Europ e. T hat lot w ere soon 
scuttled t hough the di scoverer placed them in the 
local hi storical so ciety museum. 

But perhap s  t he m o st astounding thing about thi s 
repo rt is Dr. Angel ' s  statem ent . There h as been a 
constant stream of a ccusatio ns t hat th e Smith sonian 
"buries"  things it doesn't like ,  but t hi s  i s  t he most 
bl at ant admi ssion we hav e  ev er seen. 

B e ar in mind that donations to SITU above and beyond the usual dues are tax deductible for Internal 
Revenue Service returns. 



THE MYSTERY PITS OF OLDUV AI 

B ack in June 1 9 7 2  the N ation al Geographical 
Soci ety anno unced the di scovery b y  Dr. M ary D.  
Len-k ey of  a number o f  strange basin-lik e  pits  up to  
three feet in di am et er apparently scoop ed out b y  hand,  
and a c hild ' s  footprint i n  the middle of one of t hem , 
in an upp er level d ated half a million years a go at thi s 
famo u s  East Afri can s ite .  T he footprint w as fully 
human . The N . G . S. rel eas e  sai d: 

" 'Workin g in one of t he upper levels of t h e  g orge 
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. .  with t he larger pits b eing about t hree f eet in 
di ameter and about a foot  deep. The pit s w ere scoop­
ed by hand out of a s andy dep o sit ,  w hi c h  is now rock­
h ard. In s om e  c ases,  clear trace s of finger m ark s 
remain on the sides.  Impres sed into o ne of t h e  pits 
i s  the  great er p art o f  a human footprint, mo st lik ely 
the left foot of a c hild . . . " The So ciety s aid one 
theory is t h at the  pits  and channel s  were s cooped out 
and used by t he Stone- Agers for wat er-storage.  Mrs. 
L eak ey s aid,  however: 'There are puzzling features. 
Th e bases of mo st of th e pits and p arts of t he ad­
j acent areas contain many sm all, clearly defined 
depressions.  Som e o f  t h ese could have been c aused 
by the trampling o f  animals,  b ut other s  look v ery much 
like marks m ade by the end o f  a stock or  staff. It even 
has b een s u ggested t h at the pits and chann el s  have 
been t h e w ork of  c hildr en at  play. ' still anoth er 
t he ory, she reported,  is t h at t he pits and channel s  
represent 'som e quite commonpl ace domestic ac­
tivity. ' " 

All t he suggestio ns a s  to w h at they w ere for are 
more than fe asible ,  but haven ' t  we r e ad somewhere 
t h at Abo children dig such little w ater-filled b asin s  
t o  attract small nig ht animals w hic h  t hen can easily 
be c aught in any number of w ays e ven by hand? 

We had w ritten this up w hen word cam e  of  Dr. 
Loui s Leak ey ' s  sudden d e ath.  He w as not a young 
man but he certainly w as not old by tod ay' s standards. 
I (Ivan T. Sanderson) kne w him in t he e arly d ays 
when I was 21  and he presumably only 29 , b ut he 
was already establi shed and app eared much older. He 
was one of my sponsors for election as a Fellow of 
the Linnean Society of London, a rather t errifyin g  ex­
perience as it i s  by s ecret ballot and only one black 
ball d isqu alifies you forever. We several t imes h ad 
tea together in t he Library of t he Royal Geo graphic al 
So ciety when he pro bed me on my efforts in anim al 
ethology, and also w h at I knew of fossil man. He w as 
t�rribly kind to t his enthusi astic youngster, and I 
never forgot w h at  he did  for m e .  We all (SITU' s staff 
an d Boards) wi sh we c ould list his ,  his wife ' s ,  his 
son s ' ,  and an Afric an w ho h as been with him from 
19 3 1 when he started d igging in the Olduvai Gorge in 
Tanganyika, full record b ut s p ace does not allo w .  The 
sci entific e stablishm ent h ad urged him to  go and look 
for fo ssil man in Asia, b ut he  p ersisted in his con-

vi ction t h at Man o ri ginated in Africa, and b etween 
1959 when h e  found his first human remain s t here and 
the d ay of hi s d e at h, he almo st singlehandedly proved 
hi s contention and d rove m an ' s  history back 2¥2 
milli on years. 

Ivan T .  Sanderson. 

Edito r 's  Note:  I (ML F) c annot r esi st r ep eating one 
of  my favourite t al e s  of  Louis L e ak ey. While at 
C am bridge he w as required t o  'pass' a foreign 
l anguage t e st .  He had b een brought up i n  East Afri ca 
and not  only spoke b ut w as able to  t hink in Kikuyu 
( som et hing quite el s e ! ) .  Those in authority h ad no 
option but to accept t hi s  c hoice but knew of no one 
qualified to give such a t e st .  They t herefore wrot e to 
all the top lingui sts in th e c ountry asking simply, 
"Can you giv e  us the nam e  of s omeone qualified to 
ex amin e a c andidate who w i s hes to t ak e  his foreign 
lan guage t est in Kikuyu ? "  The invariable an swer 
was : "The only qualifi ed p erson in t hi s  country i s  
o n e  Loui s  S .  B.  L e ak ey. " 

THE MYSTERIOUS W ALLS OF THE BERKELEY 
AN D OAK L AND HILLS 

by Sibley S.  Morrill 

For b etter than a century now, some ordinary look­
ing stone wall s in the Berk ely hill s overlooking San 
Franci sco B ay have been a subj ect of sp eculation on 
three pri nci p al points:  why were t hey b uilt , by v1 hom,  
and w hen. 

Th ey are foun d m ainly in heavily w ooded or 
chap arral- covered areas ,  but w hetiler t here or oc­
casionally in t h e  hi gh gras slands,  they a pp ear to h av e  
served none of t he usual purposes  of w alls -except 
i n  two or t h ree pl aces w here it s eem s t hey m ay 
possibly form the remain s of f o rtific atio ns. They 
survive only in s e ctions ,  r angi ng in len6th from 20 
feet to 200 yards or s o . Their height v ari es from 2 
feet or less t o  5 or a little more ,  the average probably 
bei ng between 3 and 4 feet . Their breadth at ground 
l evel,  ho wever, i s  great enough -4 feet in s om e  in­
stan ce s- to mak e  it  a n ear certainty that t he w alls 
originally were much hi g he r  throu gh t he use o f  smaller 
stone s  alon g t he top .  Digging at their b ase, o f  w hich  
only a little has  been d on e ,  r eveals t h at t he rock 
goe s  down as much as 10 inc hes b elow the s urface. 

While t he sites of s ome of these w alls ,  lik e those 
in the Vollmer o r  B ald Peak ( 1905 ft . elevation) and 
nearby Gri zzly P e ak ( 1750 ft . elevation) areas , 
suggest the possibility of a d efense purpose ,  other 
sites ,  s uc h  as t h at of a w all whi c h  run s s traight up 
the southeastern slop e o f Ro undtop ( 1 763 ft . elev ation) 
thr o ugh m as ses of underbru sh a m  poison oak ,  offer 
no clue as to w hy they w ere c onstruct ed. Even if its 
p re s ent h eight of  3 feet w as originally double that ,  
Roun dtop wall ' s  l ength o f  nearly 1 0 0  yards w ould 
have made it of no use as a fortification. As to the 
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possibility that it once e xtende d  much f arther in 
eithe r  dire ction , there i s  not hing to s ugge st this at 
either e nd. And w hoever con structed it certainly did 
not do it for fun; some of the rocks wei gh e asily over  
200 pound s !  Furthermore ,  it i s  unlikely t h at t hey did 
it for 'pr actice '.  Tho se who b uilt t hat and t1-· 3 other 
walls were persons of s ome skill and e xperience , for 
the walls are not j ust e lon gated pile s  of r o ck .  

Seth Simpson, o f  O akland, California, who has 
studied t he w alls as a hobby for several ye ars ,  and 
hi s s on M artin , a p alaeontology s tudent at Merritt 
Colle ge ,  s ay it is plain t hat some of t he stone s  were 
chippe d and fitted .  In fact , a sto ne found in a w all 
near Vollmer Peak was actually bore d  through or 
holed ,  an d becau se of the gro wth of a tree immedi ate­
ly in front of it,  plus t he length of time t he stone 
m ust have been in situ,  t hat operation w as probably 
conducted gene rations ago , w hen or e ve n  before the 
wall was built. In any c ase , throughout the greater 
p art of the length of t he s e  w alls ,  i t  is generally e vi­
dent that the rocks were placed in s uch a way as to 
give a locking e ffe ct .  

Simpson ' s  inve stigations indi c ate that the w alls 
are foun d over an area e xten ding for nearly 7 mile s 
south into t he Oakland hills ,  b ut he has been quite 
unable to relate them to any boundary markings. Water 
company survey m ap s  s ho w  t hat none of the wall s 
h as any detectible rel ation ship t o  bound ary lines;  
except for one c ase in  the Vollmer Pe ak are a, b ound a­
ry lines  p ar allel no wall s nearer than about 600 y ard s. 

Nor is there anything in the construction of the 
w alls to indicate that t hey a re the rem ain s  of pens or  
corrals .  They are , for t he mo st p art , s trai ght. So m e  
interse ct a t  an angle , and the re are instance s  of 
parallel w alls sep arated by as much as 10  y ards or  so,  
but t here are no indi cation s  w h atever that they forme d  
enclo sures.  

Simpson attempted to  determine whether there were 
similar structure s  in other countie s around the B ay, 
but d iscove red nothing e xcept in the hills behind 
Milpitas, an exte n sion of the Berkely and O akl and 
hills s ome 25 mile s t o  t he south. In  a w ay ,  the w all s 
there are still more b affling.  They are in a ge ntly 
rolling ,  comp aratively tre �le s s  c ountry , and e xcept 
for  the rem ains of one ( see photo),  they offer no 
sugge stion of t he usu al purpo se of a w all. In fact , 
from the nature of the terrain,  whi ch I have vi sited,  it 
w as  not of a character to p rovide e ven the reason that 
Ne w Engl and farmers had for b uilding their famou s  
stone walls - primarily for " storage "  o f  stone s re­
moved from fields to permit ploughing. When the Ne w 
Englanders  ran out  of " wall space "  t hey dumped 
exce ss roc k s  in the ne arest gulley. The w alls were 
virtually usele s s  as fence s, a nd grazing l and w as 
much more e asily fenced by stump s  or stakes and 
rails .  In  the Milpit as area, the stone w alls j u st run 
their w ay for a fe w s core or fe w hundred yards and 
then stop. Livestock h ave no difficulty in w alking 
around them.  

As to  why an d  w hen t ho se w alls were b uilt, Photo s courtesy of Seth Simp son. 
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ranchers i n  t h e  area whom Simp son interviewed said 
they didn't know.  T he y  h ad alw ays b een t here - and 
h ad been constructed by "the M exicans,  o r  Chin e se, 
or s ome others" ,  in e very c ase lon g before the 
r an chers c ame i nto pos s ession of the land.  In  bri ef, 
these ranchers know no more about the origin of t h eir 
walls t han the inhabitan ts of B erkeley and Oakland 
kno w  about t h eirs. 

Th at is  the w ay it i s  today. But , s ince the w alls 
in the Berkeley and O akl and hills h ave undergon e a 
certain amount of attrition,  even de struction ,  in recent 
years (a considerabl e p art of one of them was r emoved 
i n  the construction o f  a botani cal g arden at Tilden 
P ark) ,  it is of int erest t o  s ee what was t hought  of 
them fifty years ago or so . 

On O ctober 1 5 ,  19 1 6 ,  H arold Fren ch w rote in the 
Oakland Tribune t h at ,  " si nce the Nineti es, when my 
attention was first attracted by t hree anci ent rock 
walls . . . I have ask ed m any old tim ers w hat t hey knew 
about them.  Two old t ramping fri e nds who h av e  
ran ged these ridges sin ce t h e  Sixti e s  h av e  told m e  
t h ey were just as anci ent in app e arance t hen as in 
l ater years. 

"On e of t hem, the l ate Captain Albert S. Bierce, 
brother of Ambro se Bierce,  di spelled the last linger­
ing doubt in my mind w hen one day in 1904,  h e  led 
m e  into a thi cket of greasewood in a g ulch d raining 
the southern slope of Mt. B aldy, and i n  the j ungle  
whic h  h as been gro win g t here for  ages he s ho wed me 
a very di stinct old  wall completely hidden from view. " 

French r eported t h at t he w alls t o  b e  found " at 
variou s points from the p e ak k nown as Ro und Top . . .  
to the northerly e xten sion of B aldy Ridge" had a com­
bin ed length that would " extend two miles in all " . 
The largest walls Fren ch reported w ere those found 
"on t he southerly slopes of Round Top ,  overlooking 
Red wood Canyon" w he re the w alls "form a ri ght 
an gle ,  t he longe st line of w hi ch run s w e sterly down 
the slop e for about 700 feet , t he other points south­
ward som e  500 feet " .  

Noting t hat some o f  the "vol c ani c boulders" form­
ing t he w alls w eighed nearly a ton,  French said t h at  
tho se forming t h e  b ase o f  t h e  walls "lie embedded i n  
the soil fo r a foot or more " ,  a m atter which,  w hen 
com bined w ith the co ati ng of li chens and the w eather­
ed surfaces of the  ro cks,  "proves  t h ey h ave lain there 
a very lon g  time " .  

As f o r  t he origin of t he walls ,  French found nothing 
to indi cate they w ere b uilt b y  pioneers ,  Mexican s, or  
any other p eople w ho cam e  aft er the  arrival of the 
Sp ani ards in the 1 770 ' s. On t he contrary, he notes 
that "there  was a tradition among t he M at alanes,  
tribesmen who m ade t hei r hom e s  among t h e  Thou sand 
O ak s  [an are a  in the foothills of north Berk eley] and 

The Mitchell-H edges Crystal Skull 

pounded their acorn mills on t he ro cks near Cerrito 
Creek . . .  that th e walls w ere  fortification s built by 
'the hill people ' with  w hom t h ey w arred. The very 
nam e  M atal anes s ounds strail gely s im il ar to At­
l anteans,  to w hom t he Aztecs an d t heir predecessors 
who lived about M azatl an, d o wn the Mexi c an Co ast 
were reputed to be rel ated. " 

Another s ource, an undated and unidentified, b ut 
very yellowed clipping found by t h e  famous Oakland 
bookm an, t he late H arold C.  Holmes ,  t ell s of walls 
found "half a mile e ast of Gri zzly P e ak "  w hich form 
"two sides of a right angle,  e ach side b eing about 
100 yards in length and app e ar to t erminate in the 
den s e  chaparral ,  althou gh traces are foun d  s hawing 
that they w ere at on e tim e much m ore exten sive . . .  
about 5 0  feet i n  lengt h, although i t  may b e  seen th at 
it w as built to a l ength of about 280 yards . . . . . .  in the 
vicinity are the remain s of other walls, at pre sent of 
no con siderabl e extent. The g enerally a ccepted 
beli ef is t h at the pl ace w as a c ity inhabited by some 
long-forgott en race . . .  Cert ainly t he p eople w ho b uilt 
them understood stone cutting,  as the boulders be ar 
evidence of having been split and chipp ed in order to 
join comp actly. " Oth erwi se ,  the clipping gives much 
the s am e  inform ation as French g ave.  

Regarding p rofessional opinion on these w alls,  
the situation do e s  not app e ar to hav e  changed ap­
preci ably since 1 9 1 6  when French quoted an unnamed 
"teacher of anthropology" he con sulted, a s  follows :  

" From t ime to time my students hav e  com e and 
told m e  abo ut these walls in the Contra Cost a  hill s 
[an old regional term] , but I n ev er took th em s eriously 
enough to m ak e  t h e  e ffort to climb w ay up t here in 
that 'Beanst alk land'  to s e e  t hem . I suppos e  they are 
either old s heep corral s  or ranch b oundaries .  

On w hi c h  French commented,  "I  suppose he was 
more interested in far away lands fo r anthropological 
pro sp ecting than these relics of t h e  p ast s o  near hi s 
clas sroom " . 

Simpson, who e vidently knows more a bout them 
t han anyone el se, beli ev es that t hey were not built 
by local Indi ans s ince there are no other si gns of 
such construction attri butabl e to Indian s  of the are a. 

"It is po ssi ble that s ome of t h ese w alls may have 
been built fo r th e purpo se of driving g am e  into a sort 
of cul-de- sac w here t hey c ould b e  e asily killed, as 
som e of the N ev ada Indian s  d id, " Simp son s aid. "But 
except for that ,  all I c an s uggest, in the absence of 
extensiv e d i gging along t hese w all s ,  i s  t hat they 
wer e  built by unkno wn persons,  in an unknown year, 
for an unknown purpo se.  and very possibly , d espite  
our  hop es, t hey will rem ain a puzzl e  for  an indefinite 
future. 

We are inform ed that the Mitchell-Hedges Skull , discussed in Sibley Morrill ' s book reviewed in our July 
1 9 7 2  issue,  will be on exhibit at the Museum of the American Indian, Broadway at 1 5 5th street , N ew York 
City, until the 3 1 st March 1 9 7 3 . It is one of sixty-two examples of the Amerindian use of the human skull as 
an " art motif" . The exhibition is entitl ed " Visions of Mortality" .  
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DEPARTMENT OF LOOSE ENDS 

Concerning the article on Thunderbird s in o ur 
April 1972  issue,  Member No.  9 28 writes,  "The two 
ranchers may hav e  seen a 'monster' near Tomb stone ,  
Arizona in 1890,  but  t hey did  not  s hoot at  it w ith  
30-30 rifles.  '!' he first r ifle chamb ered for the 3 0-30 
was the Winche ster Model 1894 , introduced in  1 894 in 
t wo calibers, 3 2-40 and 3 8-55 .  It  was not u ntil 1 8 9 5  
that t h e  3 0-30 w a s  i ntroduced. Thi s t y p e  of mi stake 
is  quite common in t he 'true w e st '  magazines,  and 
probably has little to d o  with the v eracity of the 
story. Alway s  made m e  wonder,  t hough. " It  i s  prob a­
bly true t hat thi s i s  simply a mi stak e -few writers 
are experts on rifles and very likely hav e  never  
heard of a 3 2-40 or a 38-55.  Also,  Member No . 372  
has b een d oi ng s om e  c hecking on  t he Tombstone 
Epitaph. "It"  had a somewhat complicated history ,  to 
put it mildly -we lost track about half way t hrou gh 
the account . In any c as e ,  our memb er will s truggle 
throug h the v arious edition s  ( weeklies,  d aili es ,  e very 
other Thursday,  or w hatever) to s e e  if he c an find 
that fam ou s photo w hi ch still e ludes us. And our 

Member No.  1 1 72  writes ,  "I dreamt I found the m aga­
zine with t h e  picture of t h e  Thunderbird in it and t h e  
name o f  t he mag azine w as very famili ar -but w hen I 
wok e  up , I couldn' t  for t h e  life of me remember i t !  
Sorry about that ! "  Still on this topic, w e  have a 
notion that it m ight hav e  appe ared in the old Am erican 
Weekly (the Sunday supplement)  prior t o  about 1 94 7 .  
Anyone c are to  check? 

Secondly , i n  o ur J anu ary i s sue w e  r an a piece 
entitled "The ' What ' s-It' from South Dakota" . We 
apologize t o  North Dakota for d epriving it o f  s ev eral 
of its towns. The first clippin g w e  r eceived on thi s 
allegedly s tran ge be ast s tated that it w as in a zoo i n  
Minot,  South Dakota. W e  c alled telephone informatio n  
for the zoo ' s  number and learned that Minot w as in  
North D akota. L ater c lippings gave the location 
prop erly. When we c am e  to w rite this up , we obvi­
used one of these newspap er c lip s b ut ,  "knowing" 
that th e location was " wrong" , we d utifully relocated 
it,  not having noti ced t he switch in the meantim e .  We 
shall b e  more c areful i n  the future. 

NOTICE 

Our m embers are reminded once again that unless they j oined us after the 1 st of October 1972 . their dues 
for 1973 are due -still $ 10 p er year .  w e  regret that circumstances this year have made the publication of 
Pursuit somewhat erratic and hope that next year we will be solidly back on schedule.  W e  c annot do any­
thingabout the wretched postal service ( a  first class package took 27 days to get from Blairstown, N . J . , to 
Little Silver, N . J. ) and delivery of Pursuit will presumably continue to be slow. In som e cases it has 
arrived i n  less than a week;  in others it has tak e n  over a month. The sam e  is true of back issues,  which are 
sent out , as a rule ,  the day after the order is received. 

We would also like to remind our members once again that they must mak e  arrangem ents at least two 
weeks i n  advance if they wish to visit. Thi s  i s  for your benefit as well as ours. 

ON THE LIGHT SIDE 

We are pleased t o  note the Mlle Mignon (last name 
withheld in accordance w ith our usual poli cy) has 
been made Honorary Member 1 200.  She is our younge st 
m ember (though her age i s  somewhat in doubt) - and 
we found her mo st charming. Generally s he enjoyed 
her v isit, dip s in our pond pro vin g  particularly de­
lightful; t ho u gh she w as somewhat annoyed w hen for­
bidden t o  wreck our trash burner, c ompo sed of u n­
mortered cinder blocks ,  b y  leaning on it;  and frustrat­
ed to the point of s creaming when r efused entry for 
the fourth t ime to Bus No. 1 whi ch houses t h e  potting 
shed an d our small lab .  Like all true fortean s  s he 
posse sses unbounded curiosity. 

Ivan Sanderson, w ho has had considerable ex­
perience w ith elephants in hi s c areer,  considers her 
the most c harming he has m et .  And, yes, s he is 
covered with hair - very bristly - and a source of 
considerable surp ri se. to all the others ( non-elephants) 
who c am e  to tea that aft ernoon. 

It is not our custom to c onfer m embership on 
anim als but Mignon i s  d efinitely a sp ecial case. Mignon 
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Retired or oth erwi se 'unoccupied'  m embers in 
P hiladelphia are i nvited t o  vi sit the Philadelphi a 
Maritim e Museum n ear the Independence H all compl ex 
with a vi ew t o  going t hrou gh t h eir most excell ent 
library and files  for material t hat may b e  of interest 
to us.  A great d e al of information on light wheels and 
other phenomena i s  b uried in  s uch publications as 
Notice to Mariners and, so far as we know, no o ne 
has gone through these systematically. 

Work on Charles  Fo rt ' s  notes is progressing 
satisfactorily, t ho u gh we hav e  no specific r eport at 
the moment. We should put i t  on  record ,  how ev er, that 
the g e ntleman who i s  doing the w o rk has b e en per­
mitted by his employer t o  tak e  off t wo days a w e ek to 
do it; and we understand t hat he is al so t aking wads 
of i t  hom e with him from time to time.  He estimates  
that t here are  som e 60 , 000 clippings and han dwritten 
references on small cards. 

A small "expedition" is formin g  t o  s earch for a 
liv e Thunderbi rd i n  Pennsylv ania next s pring.  Pre­
liminary arrangements w ere m ade l ate this summer 
and early fall, and the c ooperation of the local p eople 
i s  assured. Nothing can b e  done u ntil the snow m elts ,  
hopefully in e arly M ay. Tak e  a look a t  a good g eo­
logical survey m ap of northern central Pennsylvania; 
mo st of it is straight up and down. 

Mem ber No.  272 has d rawn our attention to another 
kind of "sky-line " ,  reported in  Doub t  No . 14  as 
follo ws:  

" A  Sky Anchor of Course.  Acro ss the roof o f  347 
Hal e  street ,  Oaklan d, C alif. , and t wo adj oining 
houses,  a s teel cable was draped. It w as 750 feet 
long an d 3/ 16 i nch t hi ck .  'Found'  by a patrolm an. No 
mention of anybody heari n g  it arrive �(night of June 
4-5, 1 94 5  old style) .  No dam ag e done. 

"Fourth Air Force Head quarters had no record ,  but 
sai d  it 'could hav e  been tossed o verboard by an air­
pl ane c rew w hi ch t bou ght itself over the ocean . ' 

" Query: I s  750 feet of steel c able s tand ard e quip­
ment of plan es ?  Or were t he b oys attempting to tie to 
a wave? Cr.  Yetter. " 

Perhap s  one of our  m em bers in t he Oakland area 
would l ike to  t ry t o  t r ack this one d own in local 
newsp ap er morgue s. 

One of our members who is a high-school teacher 
has three classes studying forteana, b ased on Pur suit 
and t he b etter fortean book s.  He is bein g  assi sted 
by one of our Bo ard m embers who live s  nearby. If 
there are oth er teachers w ho would like to start such 
classe s -a11d assuming t hat the s chool superintendent 
or whoever will permi t  it ( we once had a cancellation 
of a s ubscription to  P ursuit w hi ch had been ordered 
by a t eacher ! )- we will give you what help we can. 

Also , of particul ar interest to librari e s  b ut perhap s  
t o  individual members as well , University Microfilm s 
has sign ed contract w i th us and will b e  r eproducing 
Pursuit in mini aturi zed form. For information, ple as e  
write to them a t  300 North Ze eb Road,  A n n  Arbor, 
Michigan 48 106.  

BY way of explanation, our D irector ,  Ivan T.  Sanderson,  wishes u s  to plac e  on record the fact that he 
married his literary partner -trading for many years u nder the nom-d e-plume of Marion L .  Fawcett- on the 
4th of M "' v  last. Our D irector and sai d  Marion L. Fawcett were m arried u nder their given names so that the 
person appeari ng o n  our mastheads now ( as necessitated b y  both the laws of the State of N ew J ersey, and 
the I nternal Revenue Servi ce) as Sabina w. Sanderson is also the s aid M arion L. Fawcett. 

BOOK R EVIEWS 

by Marion L. Fawcett 

BOOKS AVAIL ABLE IN P APERB ACK 

A number of books that hav e  been r eviewed i n  
these p ages are n o w  avail able i n  pap erback edition s. 
For t hose of ou r e aders w ho could not afford the 
hardcover book s, we li st tho se we k now of ,  with w hat 
inform ation we hav e  on them . 

Bern ard Heuv elm ans. On t he Track of Unknown 
Animal s. MIT Pres s. $ 2 . 9 5 .  Thi s  i s  abridged b ut i n-

elude s photo s ,  m ap s ,  d rawings,  an index, b ut no 
bibliograp hy.  

C. D.  Darlington.  The Evolution of  M an illllJ 
Soci ety. A Clarion Book ,  Simon and Schuster, $5 .95 . 
Thi s  was $ 13 to $ 1 5  in the original.  

M .  Gauguelin.  The Scientifi c  B asi s of Astrology, 
stein and Day, $2. 45 . 

Vincent and Margaret Gaddi s .  Th e Strange World 
Q.f Animal s  and P et s ,  Po cket Books,  95¢ .  (This was 
"rem ai n dered" , and you m ay b e  able  t o  find a copy of 
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t h e  hardcover edition -at $ 1- in b ookstore s  t hat deal 
in "cutrate" b ooks. ) 

G. and H. P ap ashvily. Anything C an H appen,  A 
Came lot Book , Avon Books,  60¢ . ( Someone once 
asked why we incl uded t hi s  in a list of  recomm ended 
fortean books;  in fact, mo st of it i s  simply a c harmin g  
account o f  t h e lives of immi grants ,  b u t  t h ere t s  a t ruly 
fort ean a c count to ward th e end. ) 

C harles Berlitz. Th e Mystery of Atlan ti s,  A Tower 
Book, 95¢ . Thi s do esno t  includethe photo s ,  ack no w­
ledgments, or bibliograp hy. 

Dani el Cohen. Mysterious Places,  Tower Book,  
95¢ .  Minus p hotos.  

P epper and Willi am s. Myst eriou s West , Ballantine,  
$ 1 . 50.  (Scheduled for September 1 9 7 2 . )  

Vitus B.  Drescher .  T he Fri endly Beast, H arper 
and Row, $ 2 . 9 5 . 

Edw ard de Bono. The U se of L ateral Thinking. 
Two o f  our members -;t.oteus-a bout a p ap erback 
edition of thi s ;  I have managed to mi slay both notes .  
So far as I c an rem em ber, it w as an Avon Book with 
the horrid title New Think. We are also info rmed that 
Simon and Schuster has publi shed a b oo k  by d e  Bono 
entitled P Q: � D evi ce for Successful Thinking; thi s  
may o r  may not b e  t h e  sam e  b ook .  [for a review, see 
p .  96 .J 

John A. Keel.  Jadoo. Pyramid Books.  $ 1 .  25 . Unlike 
the previous To werB'Cloks edition ,  this is unabridged. 

Charle s  Fort.  A number of our new members -or 
mem ber s  w ho are just di scovering the w o rld of the 
tangibl e unexplained s- h av e  ask ed, " What in the 
heck i s  forteana? "  Forte an a is the generi c nam e  g iv en 
to t an gible un explained s  in m emory of t h e  impish 
Charles Hoy Fort w ho publi shed four b ooks  on 
tan gible un explaineds and t humbed hi s nose at 
ort hodo x s cience .  The h ardcover c ollection The 
Book s of  C harles Fort is out of print and, so far, 
efforts to g et the publi sher to r epri nt it h ave failed. 
However, the books  are av ailable in p ap erback (minu s 
any index,  alas) an d  are as follows:  

The Book of t h e  D amned,  Ac e st ar Boo k  H- 24, 60¢ .  
( Withan added preface by Donald A. Wollheim . )  

L o ! ,  Ace Star Book K- 2 1 7 ,  50¢ . 
Wild Talents,  Ace Star Book H-88 , 60¢ . 
New L ands , Ace Star Book H-74 ,  60¢ .  

O n e  o r  another o f  t hese i s  occasionally "out of 
print" , but the publi sher i s  app arently aware of the 
market an d d oe s  r eprint eventually. They are must 
readin g fo r all w ho are interested in t he un expl ained 
-and Fort c an truly be s aid to have started the whole 
busi ness. Do read them , b ut d on't t ak e  his specula­
tion too serio usly; he s ometimes h ad his tongue so 
far in hi s cheek th at �e mu st h ave used pli ers to get 
it out again.  

BOOKS NOT TO R EAD 

We h ave noted w ith considerabl e c on stern ation 
that those new to our field - that of tangible un-

explained s- almo st i nv ariably gravitate to th e w orst 
possible b ooks.  We c annot list all of  them but w ill 
n am e  som e t hat s houl d  be absolutely verboten and 
other s  t hat should b e  appro ached with con siderable 
caution, w ith a fe w pointers on what to look fo r in 
books  on fortean a. 

Absolut ely Forbidden 

All book s by J am e s  Churchward. (The fact t h at he 
spent his li fe ' studying'  hi s s ubj ect d o es not mak e  
h i s  work valid. ) 
Any book by Robert Ch arro u x. 
M� Rev ealed by Tony Earll . 
Tho se Gods Who M ade H eaven and Earth b y  Jean 

Sendy. 
The Morning Q! t he Magici an s  b y  P auwels and Bergi er 

( see comments b elo w) . 

To Be App ro ached With Caution 

Here we will deal not so much with sp ecific titles 
as with authors who s h are c ertain failing s. 

They do not include references or  documentation, 
or the documentation i s  inadequ ate.  Second, t heir 
work s are not inde xed ( admitt edly, thi s is not always 
the aut hor' s fault, b ut i t  mak es the b ook rel atively 
useless as a r eference work.  Third , t hey claim to 
hav e  h ad d o cuments or  photograp h s  w hi c h  have in­
variably d i s app eared;  an d som e of  t h e  ' excu se s '  for 
thi s  are ingenious but e xtremely s u spicious. Som e  of 
t h e  o ffender s, in no p arti cul ar order, ( with comment 
where nece ssary) :  

R.  Ripley. All of  hi s book s .  Great fun , but many 
of hi � t ales  h ave proved to be pure fi ction. 

Frank Edwards.  Ditto ,  b ut substitute " some" for 
"many " .  

C.  B. Colby. Ditto . 
H. T. Wilkins .  Ditto . 
Coral E. Lorenzen ' s  The Shadow of t h e  Unknown. 

( Sh e  should sti ck t o  UFO s . )  
John M acklin. He occasionally change s  p eople ' s  

n am es (it w ould b e  b etter t o  l eav e them anonymous) 
an d som etimes fails to indicate  w here something 
happ ened, whic h  m ak e s  it impo ssible to c heck on him. 

Brad st eiger ( also w rites unjer the nam e of Eri c  
Norm an * ) . Inclined t o  be v ery slipshod at tim es. 

D aniel Cohen.  So busy grindi n g  his anti-forte an 
axe t hat h e  often c o m e s  up w it h  v ery lop sided 
ac count s .  

Erich von Daniken. A self-appointed e xpert w ho 
pro vides no real docum ent ation and i s  s om etime s  j u st 
pl ain wrong about his "facts " .  His s pecul ations are 
int ere sting and m ay  be valid, b ut watch out ! 

Warren Smith. * In t h e  sam e c ategory with Frank 
Edw ards, et al. 

* We hav e  j ust learned t hat b oth these authors use 
this name;  c heck t h e  copyright notic e .  
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Thi s li st does not  pretend to b e  c omplete , and the 
number of b ooks b eing  c hurned out  on " strange things "  
is  r eally rather incredible.  Unfo rtunat ely, most of 
them are simply compe ndia of "interesting stori e s " .  
They contain n o  reference s  w hat soever, no b iblio-

Edward de Bono. The Use of L ateral Thinking.* - - - ---

graphy, no index;  and t he authors hav e  a v ery strong 
tendency to borrow f rom one another, rep eating 
certai n  stories almo st ad nau seam and,  for  all I know,  
making them up.  These b ook s m ay be fu n to read b ut 
sho uld not be considered to be sources of information. 

This book was mentioned by Colin Bord in his splendid piece for Flying Saucer Review, which we re­
printed in our July 1972 i ssue. It deserves further mention here and should be read by all forteans, particu­
ly tho se " vertical thinkers who resent any suggestion that logic is not omnipotent " .  To re-quote Edward de 
Bono: 

" It is  not possible to dig a hole in a different place by digging the sam e  hole deeper. Logic is  the tool 
that i s  used to dig holes deep er and bigger to mak e  them altogether b etter holes.  But if the hole is in the 
wrong place ,  then no amount of improvement is going to put it in the right place. No matter how obvious this 
may seem to every digger , it i s  still easi er to go on digging in the sam e  hole than to start all over again in 
a new place. vertical thinking i s  digging the same hole  deeper; lateral thinking is trying again elsewhere. " 

I n  fact , one is tempted simply to quote de Bono ad infinitum . His book is full of little gems,  and it is  
clear that he understands,  perhap s better than anyone els.e I have read, the process of thinking. His book is  
not j ust a dissertation on the subj ect but  a practical handbook , as  it were ,  of how to  think laterally. H e  
points out that " T h e  search for alternative ways of looking at things ( i . e .  lateral thinking] is  not natural. 
The natural tendency of the mind is  to become impressed by the most probable interpretation ,  and then to 
proceed from that " ;  and he goes on to present techniques for overcoming the habit of v ertical thinking which 
is  drill ed into us almo st from birth. H e  quotes,  quite rightly,  th at education is " not really concerned with 
progress:  its purpose is to make widely available knowl edge that seems to be useful. It is communicative.  
not creative. " And it is  certainly true that most new ideas have come about when new observations or  in­
formation have forced a reappraisal of old theories that had previously b een taken for granted. L ogic , o r  
vertical thinking , may have a high-probability quotient, but i t  seldom produces n e w  ideas ;  lateral thinking 
has a low-probability quotient ( many new ideas may b e  produced before one of real value app ears) but it is 
likely to be of far greater use to forteans,  and it can always be combined with logic. They are compl em entary. 

Jim McClarin. Manimals N ewsl etter. (A monthly p ublication) 

Quite a number of our members are particularly i nterested in what we call ABSM s  -Bigfoot , Sasquatch, 
Yeti , � �-- and some have ' complained' because Pursuit does not include all current reports o n  this 
subj ect. This is  not ,  in fact , the function of Pursuit; but for those who do want such reports.  we c annot 
recommend a better source than. Jim McClarin ' s  M N ,  established for just this purpose.  He chose the term 
"manimal " because "it i s  a relatively self- explanatory contraction of ' man' and ' animal ' , used to mean a 
man-like animal , or an ' animal-like'  man ,  and it seems to carry no other sp ecial occult ,  humorous,  or ethnic 
connot ation. " we approve heartily of this choice ( ABSM is  a bit of a j aw-breaker) and we are particularly 
happy to get away from the quite i ncorrect use of the term Yeti when referring to our North Ameri can hominids. 

MN includes both g eneral articles and letters of interest , and an ext ensive bibliography o f  both magazine 
and newspaper articles,  with a very brief abstract of each. P hotocopies of i ndividual articles can be ob­
tained from Jim Mcclarin; details on ordering are included in MN.  

The subscription policy i s  a bit  complicat ed. In  order to encourage the e xchange of i nform ation,  Jim 
McCl arin will send the " next" i ssue to anyone who sends a s elf- addressed stamped ( 8 ¢ )  lc�m g  business 
envelop e ( #10)  plus at least o ne i nformative dispatch ( i . e. current news clipping or  whatever). Or you can 
send a self- addressed etc. envelope plus 25¢ , and you will get the same i ssue but one month late.  B ack 
i ssues ( August 1 9 7 2  was the first issue) are available for 2 5¢ plus the usual envelope.  P resumably a stack 
of 1 2  env elop es plus a check for $3 . 00 will get· you a year ' s  subscription,  but these will be m ailed one 

* Through the kindness of one of our English correspondents we learn that The Use Q1 L ateral Thinking 
is available as a P elican Book in the U . K .  ( 25P) ,  Australia ( $0 . 8 5 ) , N ew Zealand ($0 . 8 5 ) ,  and Canada 
( $ 1 . 1 5 ) .  And see p. 9 5 . 
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month after the date of publication. T h e  address is  47 17  Florin-P erkins Ro ad ,  Sacram ento , CA 9 5 8 2 6 :  and 
if you have any really 1 hot '  news,  his telephone number is ( 9 1 6)-38 1- 1674. 

Gerald L .  Wood. The Guinness Book of Animal Facts and Feats.  L o ndon:  Guinness sup erlatives L imited. 
1 9 7 2 .  L 3 . 95 .  (U. S. price unknown-) -

Thi s is one of a series separate  from the justly farnous and widely used Guinness Book of Records ,  and 
is  devoted exclusively to the animal world. E ac h  section is concerned with one Class (or ,  in some c ases ,  
phylum) of animals ,  with information o n  the biggest , smallest,  fastest ,  etc .  etc .  It is  a us eful reference 
work, but also i ncludes som e profoundly fortean tidbits ;  e . g .  an authenticated case of an eagle having 
carri ed off a four-year- old girl ; the fact that decapitat ed caterpillars may m etamorphose into perfectly healthy 
but headless butterflies which live longer than their normal brethren. B ut we could go on and on. O ne c an 
read the book straight t hrough with a fair amount of pleasure ,  though " smallest" and such ev entually become 
som ewhat tiresome . Our o nly real complaint about the book is  that the author, particularly when reporting 
unusual ( at least semi-fortean) item s,  very often announces that "this must be discounted" o r  "this must be 
considered fanciful" or some such without giving any reason why it ��must be" . It is  clear in  some instances 
that sizes or ages or whatever are probably exaggerated,  or even definitely so , but i n  others o ne can almost 
hear Gerald wood saying to himself "there ain't  no sich animal -and there couldn't  be " .  

The book is  well illustrated,  though w e  understand that the author i s  not satisfied with the current photos 
and is  looking for others for the next editio n. It contains a good bibliography and an index.  

Bruce S. Wright .  The Eastern P anther. Toronto: Clarke ,  Irwin & Comp any L imited. 1 9 7 2 . $6. 50 (plus 50<t 
handling charge ; order from Order D epartm ent ,  Clark e ,  Irwin & Comp any Limited, 70 1 St. Clair Av enue W est,  
Toronto , Ontario ,  canada) . 

This is a completely updated edition of Bruce Wright' s previous book entitled The G host o f  North 
America, and deals with the survival of the E astern P uma which has long been consid ered to be exTin ct ex­
cept in Florida. Understandably, the author devotes most space to pumas in northeastern Canada -he lives 
there;  but he also records pumas seen all down the eastern seabo ard of the U . S. , i ncluding one seen on the 
Garden State P arkway in New J ersey! The first half of the book concerns the evidence of their continued 
existence -and there can be no question of this- while the second half presents a picture of the animal 
itself, its physic al appearance ( he devotes a couple of pages to black pumas) , life cycl e ,  habits ,  and such, 
and suggestions for the protection of the few survivors. P um as are protected only i n  N ew Hampshire and 
Florida; elsewhere they do not legally exist and therefore cannot be protected .* They play a valuable role in 
nature and deserve a better fate than that which now faces them. 

Mr. Wright' s book includes drawings and photographs,  two app endices listing reports o f  pumas ,  and an 
excellent bibliography. There is  an index but it leaves something to be desired. 

Arthur Koestler. The Roots � Coincidence. New York: Random House. 1 9 7 2 . 

This is a most peculiar book which has almost nothing to do with coincidence so far as I c an see.  The 
first chapter is  entitled 11'1'he ABC of ESP " and is  a crashing bore . The second chapter , "The P erversity of 
Physics" , I found rather interesting,  and intelligible ,  which is  more than I c an say for the rest of the book. 
Ko estler devotes about five pages to a definite discussion of coincidence,  i . e .  what P aul K ammerer (of 
Midwife Toad fame) called the ��l aws of seriality" . Once p ast these fiv e  p ages I found it impossible to 
figure out what Koestler was talking about. I certainly c annot agree with Re nee H aynes who states i n her 
"Postscript " that ��Mr. Koestler has given us a lucid exposition of modern d ata as to sp ace ,  time,  m atter, 
c au s ality, neurophysiology and psychical research, out of which a remarkable synthesis emerges.  His con ­
cept of � Janus-faced holons' may well prove as stimulating to our g eneration as was B ergso n ' s  Elan V ital 

* We are informed by Member No. 98 1 that North C arolina now prote cts  the P uma, a bill having p assed 
recently -though it still is not legally recognized to exist. 
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to  the thinkers of the early part of the century. " .And don't  ask me what " holons" (Janus-faced or otherwise) 
are ;  there is an index,  but it contains only names of perso ns m entioned or quoted in the text , and I cannot 
find the " holons" to see if a third read ing might clarify them for me. (I doubt that it would. ) There are al so 
references and a bibliography ( he is  very fond of Carl Jung and A.  Koestler) . 

I have read only a greatly abridged version of Koestler ' s  The Case of the Midwife Toad (Random House,  
197 1 )  and cannot therefore  l egitimately review it.  However,my impression from reading it is  that Arthur 

Koestl er needs a good editor who uses an axe .  

Richard P erry. T h e  world of t h e  J aguar.  N ew York: Taplinger Publishing company. 1 970 . $6 . 50 . 

I n  most respects this is a straightforward natural history book ,  but the author has se en fit to dump into 
the middle of it, apparently quite arbitrarily , two really unrelated chapters , on.e o n  the A naconda ( straight 
natural history) and one on the so-c alled 'Sucuriju Gigante'  or truly gigantic snakes ,  whether Anacondas or 
other species. H e  do es not , so far as I can recall , add anything new to the literature and has , in fact , cull ed 
all the material for his book from other authors . He shows a tendency toward som ewhat purple prose at 
time s ,  but this may be u nconscious imitation of some of the earli er authors he quotes. Mr. P erry can at 
le ast be congratulated on an open mind. There is a bibliography and an index. 

New Horizons.  Journal of the N ew Horizons Research Foundation ,  incorporating the Transactions of the 
Toronto so ciety for P sychical Research. Published o ccasionally. Individual copies are $ 3 . 50 U . S. , $3 . 00 
or Ll. 50 sterling. P .  0. Box 427 , Station F ,  Toronto 5 .  Ontario ,  C anada. 

we have received Vol. 1 . No. 1 of thi s  journal which is edited by A.  R.  G.  Owen -his name sho uld 
be familiar to those who are i nterested in poltergeists- and found it most i nteresting. It includes two 
articles on " spook light s "  and ten on a variety of so- called 'p sychic'  phenom ena studied pragmatic ally from 
a physic al point of view: voluntary ( i . e. on demand) psychokinesi s ,  " psychic"  photography, an all eg edly 
haunted house,  etc. It is thoroughly sci entific and , though some of the item s considered are not of especial 
interest to u s ,  they may be to some of our members. This issue i s  d ated summer 1 9 7 2 . and it is noted a 
Wi nter 1 9 7 2  issue i s  planned. 

Erich von D aniken. Aussaat und Ko smo s. (G erman Edition) Dusseldorf, Germany: Eco n Verl ag.  1972.  

One of our  members in west Germany has very kindly sent us a copy of von D aniken's  latest book whic h 
will probably be available  in English shortly. We hav e  no idea what the title will be;  Aussaat is not easily 
transl atabl e but might be rendered as " dissemination" , but the English/ American publishers may well change 
the title entirely. 

Fans of von D aniken will be glad to hear that this book is  as entertain ing as his previous books,  but 
forteans will probably find it more amu sing than revealing and too short on facts to be exciting. It contains 
some fresh material and plenty of von D aniken' s theories. H e  begins with an account of " the greate st ad­
venture of my life" in a gigantic system of tunnels alleged to lie beneath P eru and Equador. He claims his 
guide led him to a subterranean treasure of gold artefacts and a library of several thousand metal plates and 
foils of " mysterious composition" , rich with inscriptions. Needless to say ,  he has practically nothing more 
to say about these "treasures " (or any proof that they exist) but does go on at length about the tunnels 
-alleged. 

The bibliography is  considerably more extensive than is  usual in his books ,  and there is  an index,  but no 
actual references.  von Daniken has been accused of plagiarism in the past , and we note that a photograph 
( credited to von D aniken in the photo index) of the "little gold airplane"  found in Colombia, S. A. , is alm ost 
certai nly the cover illustration used by Argosy Magazine when the original article was run. And two pages 
on, there are drawings of that same gold airplane that must have been lifted ( w ithout credit ag ain) from Ivan 
T. Sanderson's  book Investigating the Unexplained. 

Read the book ,  but read it carefully and with skepticism throughout. 

Rob ert C. Warth 
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P et er E .  Viemeister .  The Lightning Book. Garden City, NY: D oubleday & Company, Inc.  1 9 6 1 . C ambridge , 
M ass. : MIT Press.  1972 . (Prices unknown) 

This is a splendid book for those who wish to know more about lightning or who want to know what to do 
about it. In our July 1972 issue we reprinted parts of an article about lightning.  Some of the figures given do 
not tally with those in  P eter Viemeister ' s  book, and I frankly favour the latter if  o nly because of the very 
extensive bibliography and the obvious amount of research that went into it.  

The book i s  divided into three parts: "The Search for K nowledge" , "Origin and Character of L ightning" ,  
and " Lightning i n  Actio n " .  The first section deals with the history o f  the study o f  lightning and thunder­
storms all the w ay from early Egyptian and Greek b eliefs to "P roj ect Thunderstorm "  i n  the 1 940 s.  (H e  also 
later points out that it is  most u nlikely that lightning actually struck B en Franklin ' s  famous kite ;  though 
Franklin did collect " el ectric fluid" from the atmosphere by that means . )  The second section pre s ent s  a 
very clear picture of the " anatomy" of thund erstorm s and of lightning bolts as such. It is a more complicated 
business than one might think , but he makes it i ntelligibl e to the layman. And in the third section he relates 
the effects of lightning and presents  practical suggestions for protecting o neself and one's property. In 
fact , lightning rods are effective provided they are properly installed. They gained a bad reputatJ on b ecause 
a lot of fast-buck operators failed to do this ,  thu s p utting the poor house-holder is greater j eopardy than 
before ! In any case ,  the safest place to be is in your car. 

The book is  w ell illustrated though, i n  the paperback edition,  the photographs lose somethi ng in quality 
because of the pap er they are printed on.  There is a ver y useful list of codes and handbooks worth sending 
for -som e free and none co sting more than $ 1 . 00- and also the names of manufacturers and installers if  you 
feel you want lig htning rods ( in many locations they are really unnecessary) . As noted before,  there is an 
excellent bibliography -and a good index. 

INDEX - 197 2 

Thi s index for 1972 i ncludes all titles published d uring that year ,  some w ith annotations to mak e  the 
content clearer .  Book reviews are list ed alphabetically by title .  For the convenience of the user ,  p aging 
during t he year w as as follow s: J an u ary, 1-24; April , 25-48 ;  J uly , 49-72; October, 73- 100 

ONTOLOGY 

Alternative to Time Anom ali es ,  An , 78 
Oth er Universes,  3 2  

PHYSICS 

Fire Walkin g, by R. J .  Durant , 8 
More on Light Wheels ,  by R. J .  D urant ,  33  
Sound as a High way H azard , 32  

CHEMISTRY 

N atural Nuclear Reaction,  A, 79 
"Rustless" Iron Pillar at Delhi , The, 35  

ASTRONOMY 

Biorhythms ; Plan ets; and Astrologers,  36 
Great G alactic Ghoul , The, 80 
Moo ns of Mars, The, 36 
Tenth Planet -Or an Eleventh?,  9 
Water on t h e  Moon,  9 
Where Does the Iron Go ? ,  5 7  

GEOLOGY 

Almost Fort e an Facts About Light ning ,  5 9  
My stery Sand Dunes,  5 8  
On Big Thing s ,  3 9 .  See al so p .  80 
Terrestrial Meteorite Craters, 3 8  
That "Diamond" Crystal ,  8 1  

BIOLOGY 

Andrew Crosse's  Acari , 19 
Black Pum as ,  1 2  
Deep-Breathing,  or Wh at? ,  6 2. See also p .  8 3 .  
D efinitely Unclassifi ed Marine Anim al,  A, 60.  See 

al so p. 8 3  
E els out o f  Faucet s ,  8 5  
Homi nidae and the Troglodyti dea, The, b y  B .  F. 

Porshnev, 10 
New Mammal Discovered, A (in 1966 ) ,  82 
Improp erly Classified M arine Animal .  The, 8 3. Se e 

also p. 60 . 
More Drivel About Frozen M ammoths,  83 
New L ak e  Monster, A, 82 
On Evolution ,  1 1  



Our Top L ak e  Monster (Lake Champlain ) ,  6 2  
P ar agu ayan Monster ,  The ( "Barking Snak e " ) ,  8 6  
Penguins and the Chill Effect ,  8 3 .  Se e also p .  6 2. 
Self-Beaching  Cet aceans,  6 2  
That Frog ! (Congenitally b lind Bullfrog) ,  8 5  
That N e w  Zeal and Sea Mon ster,  1 1  

1 00 

Thunderbirds Agai n  -and Again , 40 . See also p .  9 3  
250-Million-Yea.r-Old Organism s R evived ,  6 0  
What t h e  Human B e i n g  o f  the  Future Will Look 

Lik e ,  by Edward B.  C amlin ,  87 
"What ' s-It " from South Dakota, T he, 13 ,  See al so 

p. 9 3  

EXOBIOLOGY: 

Message,  The ( on Jupiter rocket) , 64 
Pos sibility of Life on Jupiter,  63 

AN THROPOLOGY 

Cultural Expansion: Whic h  Way ? ,  1 6  
Food f o r  T hought ( "Extraterrestri al" C ultural Ex­

p ansion) , 18 
Giant ' Abo' of 6000 Years Ago, 89 
Light Wheels and Holograms That Use Acou stical 

Radiation, by R. J .  Du rant ,  13 .  See also un der 
P hysics.  

Little Wooden Airplan e ,  T he ,  88  
Mitchell-Hedges Crystal Skull, 92 .  See also p .  7 2. 
More on Mercury Engines ,  67 
Mysterious Walls of t h e  B erk eley and Oakland 

Hills ,  b y  S. S. Morrill , 90 
Mystery Pits of Olduvai ,  The, 90 
Rather "Disgusting" Case , A (Rune Stones in 

M aine) ,  4 2  
Skullduggery, Scientific Style ,  89 
South Americ an Pygmies,  66 

UFO LOGY 

ADC and UFO, by W. B. Stoecker,  4 
Documented Case of Governm ental Di shonesty , A,. 

28 
Essential Reading ( reprinted from FSR) , by Colin 

Bard, 5 2. Se e also p. 96 
Off and On (Possible Cancellation of Im ages on 

the Retina) 5 2  
Out side I nt erf�ren ce with Human Visio n,  76 

CHAOS AND C ON FUSION 

Fire-Walking Again,  3 1  
Ice Fall s .  7 6  
KLEE-TV Case Again,  The, 7 7  
Metallic Balls from Wh ere ? ,  55  
More Sky-Lines,  5 3  
Mystery B ell -Stone, England , 57  
Ringing Ro cks:  Another Aspect ,  6 .  See also p .  44 
Sub-Se ction K (Coincidence and Li ghtnin g) , 54 

Underwater Explo sion , An -Or What ? ,  By R. J.  
Durant , 30 

MISCELL ANEOUS 
Alm a V. Sanderson:  In Memoriam, 24 
Charle s  Fort ' s  Notes ,  44. See also Members' Forum 
Current P ursuit s ,  1 9 ,  44, 69 
D epartm ent of Loose End s, 1 9 ,  93 
Members' Forum , 20, 4 5 ,  69, 94 
Editorials :  by Ivan T. Sanderson unless other wi s e  

noted 
Fifth Force,  A, 75 
Noemasp here, The,  3 
On t he True N ature of Thi ngs,  27 
P arap sychi c s  and the Encroachment of Technology, 

5 1  
BOOK REVIEWS 

Ambrose Bi erce, E· �· Mitchell-Hedges and the 
Crystal Skull ,  by Sibley S .  Morrill , 7 2  

Aussaat u n d  Ko smos ,  b y  E.  v o n  D aniken (rev. by 
R. c. Warth) ,  98 

Books Available in P aperback, 94 
Books Not t o  R ead, 95 
Curious World Q1 Twins , by Vincent and M argaret 

Gaddis ,  47 
Eastern P anther, T he,  by Bruce S. Wright , 97 
Flying Saucer Books � P amphlets ill Engli s h: � 

Bibliographical Checklist , by Norm an Brennan, 
22 

Forbidden L and, b y  Robert R. Lyman ,  48 
Guinness Book of Anim al  Facts and F e at s ,  T he,  

by Gerald L. Wood,  97 -- - --
1 Ching Gam es , by H .  Y. Li and Sibley s. Morrill , 2 1  
Ins ect BeiiaVTO r, b y  P hilip S. C allah an ,  48  
Lightning Book , T he,  by P eter E.  Viemei ster , 99  
Manimals NeWSletter, by Jim McClarin ,  96 
Monst�r Hunt , by Tim Dinsdal e ,  46 
Mysterie s  f rom Forgotten Worlds,  by C harles  

Berlitz,  48 
Mysterious West , The , by Brad Williams and Choral 

P epp er, 2 1  
N e w  Horizon s (journal ) ,  98 
Not � T hi s  World , b y  P eter Kolosimo , 2 2  
Oc cult America, by John Godwin, 4 5  
O u r  Haunted Plan et, b y  John A. Keel (rev. b y  
-1 .  T. Sanderson ) ,  20 
Roots QJ Coincidence, The, by Arthur Koestler, 97 
Secrets of t h e  Great Pyramid, by Pet er Tomkins,  2 2  
Sl avery: P ast and Present , by Roy Pinney, 4 8  
strange DT;appear ances,  by Brad Steiger,  7 1  
UFO E xperi ence , T he: � Scientifi c  Inquiry, by 

J .  A. Hynek ( rev . by I. T. Sanderso n & M arion 
L .  F awcett ) ,  70 

Use of L ate ral Thinking, The,  by Edward de Bono,  
-96: See al so p. 9 5  

--

World <2% the J aguar ,  T he, by Ric hard P erry,  98 
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